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So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

ur. BROWN. | desire the unanimous consent 
4 the House to make a remark or two, in Justice 
o myself and the House. It shall be very brief. 
” Mr, Speaker, during the six years that I have 
med a seat upon this floor, [ am not sensible 
hat T have, before, once violated or committed a 





ch upon the rules of this House. I deeply 
sd nainfully regret that there should have been 
a necessity for my doing so now. I shall not 


recur to the circumstances under which I was in- 
du “ed tO perpetrate an act in the presence of this 
House, which I know was a breach of its rules 
and a violation of parliamentary decorum; a thing 
which 1 certainly should not have been guilty of, 
except from what I conceived to bea very pressing 
and extraordinary necessity. ] apologize to the 
House, sincerely, earnestly, and from my heart. 
sir, [apologize to the representatives of the people, 
and express to them my deep and heartfelt regret 
hat | should have been engaged in any transaction 
which must necessarily reflect discredit upon the 
souncils of the nation. More than this, under the 
present circumstances, I cannot do. I trust the 
House will receive my apology. I throw myself 
inon the indulgence of the country, and ask its 
rardon also; and I offer the guarantee which a 
life passed in the service of my country affords, 
that a similar occurrence will not again take place, 
uoless under some other very Peers and very 
extraordinary circumstances, am the last man 
to violate, willfully, thegmallest rule of the House, 
and much less to violate its order and its decorum 
so flagrantly, as to attract the attention of the 
House, and, as I painfully fear, the attention of 
the country also. ~ I have,nothing more to say. 

Mr. WILCOX. It is a matter of heartfelt sor- 
row to me, that I have to rise so soon after having 
become identified with this body, to make an 
apology for a breach of its rules. 

During my identity with this House, I have 
endedvored, so far as in me Jies, to discharge the 
duties devolving upon me as a representative, and 
to comply strictly and rigidly with the rules and 
regulations that govern the House. And, that 
the quiet and repose of this great deliberative Hall 
should have been disturbed under circumstances 
of the kind and eharacter which transpired a few 
minutes ago, [ repeat, is to me a matter of heart- 
felt sorrow. I tender an apology to this House. 
I mean, I feel, what I say. It is the language of 
my heart. I intended no disrespect to the repre- 
sentatives of this nation; none whatever. I am 
incapable of it. And now permit me, once and 
forever, to say that I desire to enter a disclaimer 
to that effect. 

But, sir, as my honorable colleague has alluded 
indirectly to this unpleasant difficulty, permit me 
to say that I considered the wrong and outrage 
offered me, by him, justified me in the course | 
pursued, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move that 
‘he gentlemen from Mississippi [Messrs..Brown 
and Witcox]} be excused. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg leave to suggest to 

my friend from Arkansas, that there has been no 
proceeding against those gentlemen, and therefore 
‘here is no necessity that such a motion should be 
made, 
_Mr. JOHNSON. I make the inquiry of the 
Chair. Did not the Speaker, under the direction 
of the House, order: these men to be arrested by 
‘he Sergeant-at-Arms? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair issued an order 


f, . . . . 
‘or the arrest of those continuing in disorder; but 


the Sergeant-at-Arms was not present at the time, | 


and no arrest was made. 


Mr.JOHNSON. Then no motion is necessary. 
Withdraw my motion. 


47 


| 
Morehead, Newton, Olds, Qutlaw, Samuel 


‘| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
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PROPOSITIONS TO ADJOURN OVER. 


I move that 
when this House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on 
| Monday next. 
Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 110—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, John Appleton, William 
Appleton, Babcock, Beale, Bennett, John H. Boyd, Bragg, 
Breckinridge, Geerge H. Brown, Busby, E. Carrington 
Cabell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, 
Chastain, Colcock, Cottman, Cullom, Dawson, Dimimick, 

| Edgerton, Edmundson, Ewing, Faulkner, Floyd, Gilmore, 
Green, Hamilton, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, James John- 

| son, John Johnson, Landry, Letcher, Humplirey Marshall, 
McDonald, MceMuilin, McNair, MeQueen, John Moore, 
Morehead, Nabers, Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Par- 
ker, Peaslee, Phelps, Porter, Riddle, Sackett, Schoon- 
maker, Scurry, Smart, Smith, Snow, St. Martin, Suther- 
land, Wallace, Ward, Addison White, Wilcox, Wildrick, 
Woodward, and Yates—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Allison, Ashe, 
| Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bibig- 
| haus, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert.G. Brown, Buell, 
| Burrows, Joseph Cable, Caskie, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, 
; Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, Eastman, 

Evans, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Grow, 
| Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, 
| tiaven, Hebard, Hendricks, Henn, Horsford, Houston, 
| Howard, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jack 
son, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel 
T.. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. 
King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Mason, McCorkle, McLanahan, 
| Meade, Miller, Molony, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Mur- 
| ray, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Penniman, Perkins, Polk, 
Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Schoolcraft, Scudder, 
| David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Thad- 
| deus Stevens, Stratton, Stuart, Taylor, Benjamin Thomp- 
| son, George W. Thompson, Thurston, Townshend, Tuck, 
| Walsh, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Alexander White, and 
| Williams—110. 


| 
The SPEAKER. 
| the motion to adjourn. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, called for the 
| yeas and nays; which were not ordered. 
| The question was then taken upon the motion 
to adjourn, and there were, upon a division—ayes 
44; noes not counted. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question recurred on the proposition to close 
debate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Has the House seconded 
| the call for the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
| adoption of the resolution, and upon that the pre- 
| vious question has been demanded, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee At what hour does 
| that resolution propose to close debate? 

TheSPEAKER. In one hour after the com- 
mittee shall have resumed the consideration of the 
| subject. 

Mr. JONES. ThenI move to amend, by sub- 
| stituting to-morrow, at half past one Seek. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the amend- 
| ment is not in order, the previous question having 
'| been demanded, 
| The question then being upon seconding the 

previous question, 
| Mr. FOWLER called for tellers; which were 
|| ordered, and Messrs. Crineman and CuanpLer 
Bp 
he question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 30, noes 37. 

So the previous question received a second, and 
| the main question was then ordered to be put. 
The question was then taken upon the adoption 
| of the resolution, and it was agreed to. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the yote 
| by which the resolution was adopted, and to s 
| the motion to reconsider upon the table; whic 
‘| latter motion was ageeed to. 
| Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I move that when 

the Elouse adjourps, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
|| next. 
| Mr. CLEVELAND. 


|| nays upon that motion. 
Phe y 


The question recurs upon 


I call for the yeas and 


e yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. WALSH. I move that the House do now 
\) adjourn. 
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‘. 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Florida [Mr. Caner] is also a privileged 
question, and must take precedence of the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. CABELL. 

Mr. HALL. 
adjourn. 

Mr. SMART. I move that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
this is a question which must be put before that 
of the motion to adjourn, under a positive rule of 
the House, although both are in order, and priv- 
ileged questions. 

Mr*MASON called for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion of Mr. Smart; and they were ordered 

Mr. SMART. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The question was taken, and there were, upon 
a division—ayes 55, noes 97; so the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move that 
the rules of the House be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union upon the special 
order. 

Mr. ORR. Is it in order to move, now, that 
when the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. ORR. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Upon that motion I de 
mand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded tellers upon the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and Messrs. Ros- 
Bins and CLINGMAN appointed 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re 
ported—ayes 39; noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. ORR. As many members have to go to 
the Departments on business, | withdraw my 
motion. 


Mr. MOREHEAD. 


I withdraw my motion. 
I move that the House do now 


I renew the motion, and 


| with the distinct understanding that it will not be 


withdrawn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order to renew and 
withdraw a motion consecutively, as soon as the 

eas and naysare called, and thereby delay public 
yusINess? 

The SPEAKER. It is not within the power 
of the Chair to do more than to enforce the rules 
of the House. The motion is clearly in order 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the House will put 
down these efforts to defeat public business. 

Mr. HEBARD. The question | propose is 
this: whether this is one of those questions which 
can be repeated successively—the question of the 
adjournment over? 


he SPEAKER. 


If the gentleman is of the 


| opinion that it is improperly repeated, the Chair 
| will hear him upon that subject, and he may take 


an appeal from the decision of the Chair. The 
Chair has no doubt but that the motion is in or- 
der There was no vote taken upon the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Orr,] to adjourn over until Monday. It was 


| withdrawn. It was as competent for the gentle- 


| It has been once voted upon. 


man in front of the Chair to make that motion, as 
it was for the gentleman from South Carolina. 
Mr. HEBARD. That is not the point! make. 
The question 1s, 
whether it can be made again the same day? 
The SPEAKER. If voted upon this morning, 
there may be a different reason this evening for 


adopting it. 


t 


Mr: CLINGMAN. I will remind the Chair 
that it was voted upon and rejected, under the call 
of the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. Of that the Chair was aware; 
but would the gentleman insist it is not in order 
for a gentleman to submit a motion to adjourn 
more than once during the day? 

Mr. GENTRY. The point of order is, whereas 
the House refused to adjourn this morning, it can- 
not adjourn this evening. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. HEBARD. That is not my question. 
Mr. MEADE. I ask for the reading of the 48th 


—— 


rule. 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debata- 

ble. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. My remark was in reply 
to the observation of the Speaker, that if it had 
been voted upon, it would not be now in order; 
and I wish to remind the Chair of it. 

The SPEAKER. 
derstand the Chair. The Chair had reference to 
the proposition made by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Orr.] If it had been voted upon, 
the Chair would have decided, immediately upon 
the annunciation of the vote, that it would not be 
in order to renew it; but business intervening, it 
would be in order a dozen times during the day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I agree with the Chair 
there. 

The SPEAKER. The 48th rule, as requested 
by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Megave,] 
will be read. 

The Clerk read the rule as follows: 


«« A motion to adjourn, and a motion to fix the day to 
which the House shall adjourn, shall be always in order.”’ 


Mr. ROBBINS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was decided in the negative—yeas 58, nays 107— 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, John Appleton, 
William Appleton, Ashe, Babcock, Bennett, John H. Boyd, 
Breckinridge, George H. Brown, Busby, E. Carrington 
Cabell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, 
Colecock, Cullom, Dawson, Dimmick, Dunham, Edgerton, 
Edmundson, Ewing, Gaylord, Gentry, Green, Hamilton, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hillyer, Holladay, 
James Johnson, John Johnson, Landry, Letcher, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, MeMullin, McNair, McQueen, John 
Moore, Morehead, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Porter, Richardson, 
Riddle, Scurry, Smart, Smith, St. Martin, Wallace, Ward, 
and Alexander White—58. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Averett, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bibigbaus, Brenton, 
Briggs, Brooks, Buell, Burrows, Joseph Cable, Caskie, 
Chandler, Chapman, Churchwell; Clark, Cleveland, Cling- 
man, Cobb, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dockery, Doty, 
Dunean, Durkee, Evans, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Fowler, 
Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Grow, 
Hall, Harper, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, 
Horeford, Houston, Howard, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas 
Y. How, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, George G. King, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Ma- 
son, McLanahan, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Molony, Hen- 
ry D. Moore, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Penniman, Per- 


kins, Polk, Price, Rantoul, Robbins, Savage, Schoolcraft, | 


Schoonmaker, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Sey- 
mour, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Abraham P. Stevens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stratton, 
Stuart, Sutherland, Geo. W. Thompson, Thurston, ‘Towns- 
hend, Walsh, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Wilcox, 
Wildrick, Williams, Woodward, and Yates—107. 


So the House refused to adjourn till Monday. 


Mr. STANTON. As it is the desire of the 


House, | move we adjourn; which motion was 
agreed to. 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: Three memorials 
from citizens of the county of Philadelphia, asking an ex- 
tension of the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania: The remonstrance 
of a large number of citizens of Lancaster county, Pennsy|- 
vania, remonstrating against the extension of the Wood- 
worth patent. 

Ry Mr. CHANDLER: Four memorials, one signed by 
105 builders and lumber merchants ; one signed by Joseph 
West and 116 others; one signed by members of the Select 
and Common Councils and Board of Trade ; portwardens, 
alderman, and recorder; one signed by A. Clark and 122 


others, all citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating against || 


a renewal of patent for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

Also, two memorials signed by 115 citizens of Philadel- 
phia, asking for a renewal of Woodworth’s patent. 

By Mr. SIBLEY : Memorial of 156 citizens of the United 
States, residing in New York, Pennsylvania, and other 
States, members of * the Western Farm and Village Asso 
ciation,’’ praying a grant of 160 acres of land to each indi- 
vidtial, signed on condition that actual improvement be 
made thereon previous to the 15th day of July, 1852; and 
that said memorialists be allowed to select these grants from 
any wnappropriated public lands between Lake Michigan 
and the Rocky Mountains. 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The remonstrance of Henry 
Richardson and others of Oldtown, Maine, against the re- 
newal of Woodworth’s patent. 

By Mr. ALLISON: Three petitions signed by C. F. Spey- 
rer and 252 others, citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylva- 
nia, on the subject of intervention. 


Also, the petition of Robert J. Hammond and 153 others, 


citizens of Washington county, for an act to prehibit the 


transportation and delivery of the mail on the Lord’s day. posed of. 


The gentleman did not un-., 
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By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Patrick Sharp and 
36 other citizens of the county of Philadelphia, asking Con. | 
gress to modify the bounty land act of September 28, 1850, | 


| 80 as to give to each of the persone intended to be benefited | 
| thereby, and to the seamen and marines who served in said | 
| wars, not less than 160 acres of land. 


Also, on the same subject, the petition of Jacob Moser 
and 72 others, citizens of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia. ; ; 

By Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois, the memorial of Da 


| vid C. Riggs and 2) others, citizens of the State of Illinois, 
| praying for a grant of land to aid in the construction of a | 


railroad from Burlington to the Missouri river. 

On motion by Mr. CLEVELAND, the petitions of Messrs. | 
Frink, Chew & Co., and others, and the accompanying pa- | 
pers, relating to seamen engaged in the whale fishery, and the | 
erection of a marine hospital at New London, Connecticut, 
were taken from the files and referred to the Committee on 


} Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. PORTER, the petition of McKnight, 


| Brent & Wood was taken from the files and referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: The petition of Gideon Bouty 
and others, citizens of Frederick county, Maryland, re 
monstrating against the extension of the Woodworth pat- 


} ent. 


By Mr. PENNIMAN: The memorial of 400 citizens of 
Michigan, askinga grant of alternate sections of land in aid 


| of the Oakland and Ottawa railroad. 


Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the Detroit bar, 


| and a memorial thereof, asking increased compensation to 


the district judge of the United States for the district of 


| Michigan. 


By Mr. DOTY: The petition of settlers on the Menomi- 
nee Purchase, in Wisconsin, for a preémption of three 
years to the lands occupied by them. 

By Mr. BRENTON: The petition of R. Morgan French, 
asking compensation as special mail agent, from San Fran- 
cisco to New York. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Covert, deputy marshal in In- 


| diana, asking additional compensation for taking the census. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, March 13, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 


by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSRS. WILCOX AND BROWN. 
Mr. POLK. I rise to a privileged question. I 


| am gratified to be able to state to the House that 
| the unfortunate difficulty between the two repre- 
| sentatives from Mississippi [Messrs. Wiicox 


| and Brown} has been adjusted in a manner highly 


| creditable to both parties, and that they now oc- 


cupy the same position of friendship which existed 
between them previous to the unpleasant affair of 


yesterday. At the request of the friends of both 
| parties the matter was referred to the honorable 
| gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] and | 


| state of the Union, on the special order. 


| Legislature of the State o 


| myself, for adjustment. 


he SPEAKER. The business first in order is | 


| the motion submitted by the gentleman from Ken- 


tueky [Mr. Sranron] upon yesterday, that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole upon the 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 
Mr. PRICE. 1 ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce joint resolutions of the 
New Jersey in relation | 


to the producers of coal, and the manufacture of | 
iron and glass. 


There was no objection, and the resolutions |} Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


were received, read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. KING, of New York, asked and obtained | 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce | 


joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 


| New York, against the extension of the Wood- 


worth patent; which were referred to the Commit- 


| tee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 


_ Mr. DANIEL. I understand the first business 
in order is upon the pending motion to go into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


I wish to inquire if the subject under considera- 
tion before that committee is a special order? 
The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. DANIEL. If the House refuse to go into 
the Gommiittee of the Whole, I suppose that it will | 
be competent to postpone that special order with 


| the view of going into Committee of the Whole | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
i 
1 


House upon the private Calendar? 
The SPEAKER. It will be in order. | 
Mr. DANIEL. I hope, then, that the motion | 

pending will not prevail. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. | 


be put, and take precedence of every other motion. | 
1 object to any other proceeding until that is dis- 


INC T insist, as this motion 
now pending is the first business in order, that it 


NAL GLOBE. 


| an attempt was made by the Delegate fro; 


| the House had assembled, I left the roo; 


| until Monday. 


| private matters is allowed for the completion of 


| ciency bill. 





March 13, 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM NEW wey), 
" Q, 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise merely to sugvest :, ) 
House that I had hoped that the questias 7: 

rivilege which I called up the other day | 5) Q of 
* able to have considered to-day; jy — 
House will consent to its now being taken u _ 
a view to gy ree, to a day certain Tha 
be satisfied. ‘1 was not present on yesterday i 


m New 
P that ques. 


n gl 


Mexico [Mr. WeicutTman 


V to call u 
tion. 


As soon as the signal had been give, that 


m ‘ n of th 
Committee of Ways and Means with the telah 


tion calling it up for consideration. | am pe 


Ream , rfect y 
willing, however, to have the question |aj q 


d over 
A Memser. Let it lie, and it can be called y, 
at any ume. t 

Mr. PHELPS. I am sometimes retained in 


the committee room, and, of course, cannot be 


| here precisely at the time of the reading of the 
| Journal. 


[am perfectly willing that it shail 
postponed until Monday. 

r. HOUSTON. 1| would suggest to the gentle. 
man from Missouri, that of next week the port 
which will not be taken up in the considerati; 


ve 


ion 
’n of 


the special order and the disposition of the def. 

If this case of contested election jp. 
tervene, it is entirely possible, and indeed prot. 
ble, that the whole time thus allowed for publi 


| business would be consumed in discussion, | 


| therefore hope that the contested election wil] be 


| be decided, the Chair wi 





\} 





postponed for a more remote day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN.. I make this point of order: 
There is nothing before the House but the pending 
motion. I do not understand the gentleman thom 
Missouri to have insisted upon taking up the privi- 
leged question. It will go over, of course, unti) 

onday, or some other time. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Mis. 
souri presses his proposition to consider the sub- 
ject, it being a privileged question, the Chair thinks 
that it will be competent to take the sense of the 
House in regard to its disposal; but it is compe- 
tent also for the House té postpone it or to pass 
to other business at any time. That matter will 

| suggest to the gentleman 
from Missouri, by a vote upon the proposition 
now pending to go into the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. PHELPS. Very well. 


CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY ROOM, 
Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled “ An 
act to provide for the repair of the Congressional 
Library Room lately destroyed by fire;’’ which 


|| received the signature of the Speaker. 


The question was then put upon the motion that 


| the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 


solve itself into the Committee of the Whole onthe 
state of the Union, and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 
THE EXTENSION OF THE CAPITOL. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


(Mr. Seymour, of Connecticut, in the chair.) 
The CHAIRMAN. The first business in order 


is the special order, being ‘‘ Senate joint resolution 


| No. 2, authorizing the architect of the Capitol 


continue in employment the mechanics, laborers, 
and others, employed upon the two wings there- 


| of,”? upon whieh the gentleman from Mississipp! 


[Mr. Wixcox] is entitled to the floor. . 
Mr. DUNCAN. If the gentleman from Mis- 


| sissippi would give away for a few minutes while 


I make an explanation in reference to the bill now 


| under consideration, I would be obliged to him. 


Mr. WILCOX. I will say to my honorable 
friend that I will reserve sufficient time in which 


'| he may say all that he desires, and ask that ] may 


have notice from him. I regret exceedingly, Mr. 
Chairman, to say anything further upon this sub 
ject than that which I addressed to the Houses 
few days ago; but were I to fold my arms and sit 
quietly by and permit the speech of the honorable 
member from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] to go 
answered, in all peaalalivy the charge could with 
some propriety or impunity be made agains! 
me, that | had uttered from my place upon this 
floor things that were untrue, so far as Missis- 
sippi politics are concerned. Further, that ™) 
Democracy might be impeached from the remarks 
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eh the honorable gentleman saw fit to sub- 
¥" | simply ask to say to my Democratic 


mit. 
* a I have never hedged to the right or the 
a butama ‘Tennessee Democrat. The first les- 
a of Democracy that I ever learned were from 
‘ne late lamented James K. Polk of Tennessee, 
- | the first political speech that I ever delivered 
a life, when a boy, was written by that inn- 
~ tal statesman. 1 was raised in Tennessee. I 
- » her statesmen, I love her politics, and [ re- 
“nf to say this morning that I stand with her 
“pon these questions—that I stand with the Democ- 


ey of Tennessee upon the late compromise | 


measures passed by the Congress of the United 
Gates, Here, sir, is her platform. I hold it in 
ar hand. I went to Mississippi to seek out an 
honest livelihood; shortly after having been in that 
Grate | took the stump as a speaker of the Demo- 
ea of 1844, and afterwards in 1848. I have 
ever been a faithful, uncompromising, unyielding 
Democrat. I was elected secretary of the Senate 
of chat State, and reélected,.as a Democrat. When 
our country was involved in war with Mexico, it 


party, and labored arduously in the cam- || 


was charged upon the Democratic party as being | 


, Democratic war, and that that immortal states- 
man of Tennessee had plunged us into it, not- 


withstanding my patriotism was excited, yet [am | 
free to confess that my partisan predilections | 


coerced and compelled me to offer my services in 
behalf of my country—to fight this country out of 
that Democratic war. 

The gentleman seems to think that I now 
stand outside of the Democratic party. Why, 
it is known to everybody that these compromise 
measures were Democratic measures, notwith- 
standing they received the support and advocacy 
of the Whigs; but the majority of members ad- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


yocating and voting for these measures were | 


Democrats. 
look north of Mason and Dixon’s line, and I see 
all the great statesmen of the North, including 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Seymour, Mr. Clifford, Mr. 
Dallas, Mr. Douglas, and Mr. Dickinson—ay, 
sir, all the great statesmen of the Democratic 
party—not only indorsing, but aequiescing in 
every feature of that compromise. 
and I find distinguished Southern Democrats sus- 
taining and acquiescing in the compromise mea- 
sures. Further, | find that every convention of 
the Democratic party that has met since the pas- 
sage of the compromise have indorsed it. 
quiesce in these compromise measures. My 
Democracy prompts me to acquiesce in them 
as a final settlement. In doing so, I have not 
lost my identity with the great national Demo- 
cratic party of the United States. I delivered a 


I look South, | 


I ac- | 


Now, let us see how I stand. [| 





speech a few days ago, in which I endeavored | 


to be bold and pointed, reviewing Mississippi 
politics. I spoke from the record. I spoke 


from the message of the Governor, as submitted | 
I spoke from the | 


to the Legislature of the State. 


history of that State, and quoted article upon | 


article from the press of that State, and yet the | 
honorable gentleman from Mississippi proceeds | 
to answer my address—contradicting what I have | 


said. So far as General Quitman is concerned, 
he says he had it from the mouth of that gentle- 
man that he did not oppose General Jackson. 
Now, I want no further difficulty or collision 
with that honorable gentleman, but I feel proud 
that | have here with me, upon the present occa- 
sion, some old documents, and. they are danger- 
ous things. I feel proud that I can submit to this 
House the address of the Democratic party of 
Mississippi, put forth to the people of that State, 
in which General Quitman is charged with being 
& nullifier and a secessionist; the author of the 
hullification and secession addresses; the presi- 
dent of their meetings; the warm eacgiey and 
ao friend of Mr. Adams; with supporting 
im in 1824 and 1828; and as the bitter and un- 
qualified enemy of General Jackson up to 1836. 
ee is the address of the Democratic party of 
is a of Mississippi. _ Let the gentleman join 
Mics with. the Democratic party of the State of 
oan upon that point. Why did not Gen- 
ce in those days, when our country 
sel 0 peril and danger, deny these things? They 
a i denied; and for the first time have I 

seen: that he was not the supporter of Mr. 


But the honorable gentleman raises a great hue 








js to-day, that T have always been a Demo- || 
us 7 





and <r about the mixed ticket of the Union party 
in the State of Mississippi. He studiously avoids 
saying anything about the mixed ticket of his own 
party—of State-Rights secession Whigs being 
nominated for the convention and the Legislature 
by Democratic State-Rights conventions. He says 
nothing about his party abandoning the Demo- 
cratic doctrine of free trade—of excluding by legis- 


| lative enactment all goods manufactured north of 


Mason and Dixon’sline. He says nothing about 
a Democratic State-Rights secession Senate electing 
the honorable John J. Guion, an open and avowed 
W hig, President of the Senate, on account of his 
indorsement of the secession, disunion doctrines of 
the State-Rights party—and nothing about having 
run him afterwards for Chancellor of the State. 
Yes, sir, a secession Senate, contrary to the usages 
and customs of the party, elected a Whig Presi- 
dent of the Senate, who became Governor of the 
State on the resignation of Governor Quitman. | 
For the first time in nineteen years Mississippi 
was placed under the rule of a Whig Governor— 
and that, too, by a secession Senate, a majority 
of whom were Democrats. May I not be per- 
mitted to exclaim with the Seotch bard 
« O wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as ithers see us ! 
? Twad frae mony a blunder free us, 
An’ foolish notion.’’ 
Here, sir, was an example set by a Democratic 
Senate; which Senate now refuses to go into the 
election of a United States Senator for the long 
term, riding over the constitution and laws of the 
State, and standing out in perverse opposition to 
the express wishes of the people. If this is De- | 
mocracy, God save me from such Democracy ! 
Throughout my whole speech I spoke from the 
record. Did I stand with the Democracy of my 
State in 1834? What was Democracy then, should 
be good Democracy now. In that day and hour, | 
when our country was imperiled in consequence 
of the doctrines of secession and nullification which 
were running riot throughout our country, the 
Democratic party of the State (and here is the jour- 
nal) of Mississippi that met in convention to sustain 
General Jackson, denounced the doctrine of nulli- 
fication and secession as a heresy unknown to the 
Constitution.’ I plant myself upon those resolu- 
tions. Here are the journals also of the Legisla- | 
ture that assembled—the Democratic Legisluture: 
it sustained General Jackson, his proclamation 
and all. I stand upon those resolutions, and the | 
Union party of the State of Mississippi stand upon | 
those resolutions. 

But the honorable gentleman says there was no 
Lisunion party in Mississippi; there was no 
party there in favor of secession! Why, I refer you 
to my address delivered a few days ago. I now | 
say that ‘whoever in this House, or elsewhere, 
says that there was no such party in the State of 
Mississippi in favor of disunion, misconceives the 
history of the country. Upon this question the 
honorable gentleman and myself differ; his im- | 
pressions are to the contrary. What are the facts? | 
There was a large Democratic State-Rights seces- 
sion dinner given to General Quitman, at which 
there were thousands of persons assembled. At 
that meeting a letter was received from Colonel 
Pickens, of South Carolina, in which we find the | 
following: 

*¢ Are we to stand by and see these monstrous outrages | 
perpetrated, and raise noarm for resistance ? Is Mississippi 
to stand by and say to Seuth Carolina, Strike, but we can- 
not? Pid she stand back at Buena Vista for any one to 
lead? No! She flashed her gleaming saber high over the 
perilous ridge of battle, and her waving plume led where 
death and danger stood. It may become her sacred duty | 
to walk the plank alone ; andifso, I trustshe will walk itlike | 
a queen that never quailed before earthly power, although 
it may lead over a guifof fire and blood. We have but one | 
path to tread—the path of duty, lead where it may. Mis 
sissippi, with such men as Quitman and Davis to lead her 
to the breach, can do anything she dare to maintain her 
rights. Brave men can cut their way to independence, if | 
needs be, with sword in hand.” 

He concludes with this sentiment: 

* Mississippt aNp Soutm Carouina: May they at 
present entwine for themselves, as sisters, a civic wreath as 
imperishable and as glorious as the bright fame of their 
gallant sons that rose in splendor from the plains of Buena 
Vista and Churubusco.” 

When this letter was read, it was received with 
shouts of approbation. About the time of this 
celebrated Quitman festival, a similar one was 
holden in South Carolina. This toast was given: 

“ Jonun A. Quitman: The first President of the Southern 
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Republic, in all the illustrious line to follow him, there | 


never will be found a clearer head or a braver heart.’’ 
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Yet the honorable gentleman rises in his place 
upon this floor, and says that there was no party 
in Mississippi in favor of secession or disunion. 
Again, one of the judges of the high court of 
errors and appeals of Mississippi, when address- 
ing aState-Rights convention, was reported to have 
said, ‘*that he thanked his God that there was no 
such a God in his political pantheon as the Union 
God.”’ 

Why, the history of the country does not ccom- 
port with the remarks which the gentleman has 
made. I[ care not for the impression which has 
been made upon his mind. He may have his im- 
pression of the facts, but I recollect the newspa- 
pers of the day charged him with saying, * I call 
God to witness, that I am for resistance;’’ and he 
called upon the people of his district “* to trust to 
God and keep their powder dry.” 

During my canvass upon one occasion, W hile [ 
was addressing the people, and calling upon them 
to submit as good citizens to the laws of their 
Government, two hundred men upon horses sur- 
rounded the place where I was speaking, with a 
banner unfurled to the breeze. Was it the old 
star-spangled banner of our country? Oh, no, 
notatall. It was a flag with two stripes upon it— 
one for Mississippi and one for South Carolina. 
And in the midst of my speech three cheers were 
given by them for South Carolina and three cheers 
for Mississippi. No disunion party in the State 
of Mississippi!—no secession party in the State 
of Mississippi! I have heard men, in my own 
State, of this party, hurl imfrecations upon this 
Government, saying it should be sunk fifty fathoms 
in hell. No party in favor of disunion—in favor of 
secession °* 

If I had time, I could read you resolutions from 
almost every county in the State, where this par- 
ty took the greund, if the North refused to run 
the line of 36° 30’ through California, that they 
were in favor of the dissolution of the Union. I 
referred you to those resolutions in part the other 
day: and yet, with those resolutions, the message 
of Governor Quitman, and the proceedings of the 
convention of the State of Mississippi, before the 
honorable gentleman’s eyes, he says there was no 
party in the State of Mississippi in favor of se- 
cession or disunion. I have seen meetings, time 
and time again, where they had their transparen- 
cies with Secession and Southern Confederacy 
written upon them. 

The honorable gentleman asks me some ques- 
tions. He asks me if I was ever in favor of the 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions? Did I in- 
dorse the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions? Oh, 
yes, with all my heart I have ever indorsed those 
resolutions. The gentleman cannot with any pro- 
priety refer to those resolutions to sustain his 
sinking cause. The doctrine of the peaceable and 
constitutional right of a State to secede from the 
Union cannot be deduced from them. It would 
be a shameful perversion not only of the spirit 
but the very letter of those resolutions. The au- 
thor of them, in 1833, with all the amplitude of 
his power, and the profundity of his vast concep- 
tions, reviewed them, and what was the conciu- 
sion to which he came? He said this constitu- 
tional right was wholly unwarranted, and that 
secession was an extra and ultra constitutional 
remedy. These are facts of such public notoriety 
that they cannot be gainsayed. It is in the recol- 
lection of the older members of this House, that 
these resolutions were adopted in consequence of 
the passage of certain obnoxious acts of Congress. 
And these resolutions amounted to nothing more 
than a simple protest by the parties aggrieved, so 
as to produce a repeal of those measures or obtain 
amendments of the Constitution. Every State in 
the Union indorsed and responded to them. I defy 
any gentleman to point to a single State which, in 
responding to them, ‘hinted at anything being 
contained in them looking, however remotely, to- 
wards secession.” 

Mr. Jefferson agreed with Mr. Madison; and 
their joimt opinion is contained in Mr. Madison’s 
letter to Mr. Everett, in 1833. I would refer that 
honorable gentleman to this letter, and if he would 
read it, it would prove useful to him. But the 
honorable gentleman says that he will not ask the 
Baltimore Convention to indorse his peculiar views 
of the doctrine of State-Rights. Oh no, I do not 
think he will. I do not think that the gentlemen 
will have the effrontery—I speak it in no unkird 


| sense—to rise in that body and request the passage 
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of » resolution indorsing his peculiar notions of 
State-Rights, No, the day and hour will never 
come, when the national Democratic party will 
incorporate in its creed of faith this doctrine of the 
peaceable and constitutional right of a State to 
secede fromthe Union. Never. Butshould such 
a proposition be presented to the Baltimore Con- 
vention, it will be scouted from that convention 
with indignation. 

But, Mr. Chairman, nothwithstanding it has 
been my pleasure, in days past, to regard the hon- 
orable gentleman as a Democrat, to vote for him 
as a Democrat, I must confess that I have been 
driven to the conclusion to suspect the genuineness 
of his Democracy. W hen the question was asked 


the honorable gentleman by Mr. Cuastain, of 
Georgia, if he would support Lewis Cass, of 


Michigan, for the Presidency, if nominated, he re- 
fused to answer the question. The boldness and 
independence of character which should ever sig- 
nalize a Southern gentleman upon that, as ‘any 
other question, seem to have forsaken the honor- 
able gentleman. Why, sir, 1 have no hesitancy 
in saying that I will supportthe old veteran. His 
manliness of character, his spotless integrity, com- 
mend him to the nation as one of her brightest 
jewels. Theaccomplished scholar, the able states- 
man, and skillful diplomatist, should he be nomi- 


nated, the nation will look to him asa a of 


cloud by day and of fire by night, to guide her in 
her onward and upward march to usefulness, to 
honor, and to greatness. I am a Democrat, sir, 
in whom there is nohypocrisy, no deceit, disguise, 
or dissimulation. ‘There is none in the principles 
of the party. I go further, and say that if the 
3altimore Convention should nominateSam Hous- 
ton, of Texas, the old Tennessee Democrat, I, with 
nineteen twentieths of the Tennesseeans, (and their 
name is Lezion,) will give a loud Amen! Heisa 
Jackson Democrat, and notwithstanding the ex- 
treme vicissitudes of life through which he has 
passed, like the Hebrew children, he stands un- 
scathed by the fiery furnace. Look at this man. 
When a boy he was commissioned by General 


Jackson, and side by side, he fought the battles of 


his country. In manhood he was elected Gov- 
ernor of Tennessee. In after life, when clouds 
lowered over him and adversity came, he emi- 
grated to Texas, where he redeemed a nation from 
oppression, from anareby, and from priestcraft. 
Yes, sir, with a handful of men, he accomplished 
more than the Government of the United States 
with the Army and Navy at its back. He con- 
quered Mexico; took her President a prisoner; 
established a Republic; was elected its President, 
and afterwards presented it to this Government asa 

artofits vastdomain. Oh, yes, sir, the Highland 
bspiee never rallied more eagerly to the standard 
of Rhoderick Dhu, at his bugle blast, than I would 
to the support of Sam Houston for the Presidency. 
And if Mr, 3uchanan, of the old law-abiding, 
Constitution-loving, 
stone of the Arch, should be presented, I, as a 
Democrat, will support him, will vote for him, and 
fight for him, if necessary. I regard him as one 
of the main pillars in our national edifice. If the 
political economist and able jurist, George M. 
Dallas, is_presented, I will support him. If the 
warm-hearted, chivalric, and generous Dickinson 


and ppp t-rocegninng Key- 
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I refer them. A sense of duty has constrained || 
me in trespassing upon the House to this extent, 
and I will here conclude. 

Mr. BEALE next obtained the floor, and said: 
Mr. Chairman, I feel impelled, for the first time 
in my life, although I have been a member of this 
House for many years, to intrude some few ob- 
servations upon the attention of this committee. 
There is a bill lying upon your table, which pro- 
poses an appropriation of $500,000 for the contin- 
uation of the wings of the Capitol. A select com- 
mittee was appointed, early in this session, whose 
duty it was to examine into the permanence, stabil- 
ity, and quality of the foundation work to support 
the superstructure that is intended to be put upon 
it. Now, sir, I hold that the House ought to know 
what are the sentiments of that committee, because 
if they do not, they will legislate in the dark in re- 
lation to the appropriation of a very large amount 
of money. That, and that alone, impels me to 
vive the information which I possess on the sub- 
ject. 

| hope I shall be pardoned for referring to the 
observations which the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Stanton] made on yesterday in relation to 
this subject. That gentleman gave us his Jearn- 
ing in architecture, and told us of his long expe- 
rience as a mechanic, and he chose to depreciate 
the talents and probity of the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I beg the gen- 
tleman’s pardon; I depreciated neither the talents 
nor the probity of the committee. 

Mr. BEALE. The gentleman was present, I 
think, when the excavations were madein the wall, 
and I, too, was there, and he observed on yester- 
day, that the committee were men of such dimin- 
utive structure of mind and feeling, that they were 
capable only of observing specks and blots upon the 
great superstructures of genius and talent. [Laugh- 
ter.) Now, whether I come within this lamenta- 
ble category, I will not determine. I am willing 
that my position in this House should be judged 
by those who have known me since I have been 
here. I make no pretensions to talent, but I do 
make pretensions to probity. 

Permit me, sir, in a very succinct manner, to 
say what I know in relation to the examinations 
which have been made by the committee, and 
which I think the House should know before they 
vote an appropriation of $500,000 for continuing 
the work on the wings of the Capitol. 

The condition of my mind when I came to this 


pearance of the wall, I had two objections to it; the 


| first was, that I thought the stone was too small 


for the magnitude of the wall, and the second was, 
that there were very many long lines of stone run- | 


'| ning longitudinally with the wall, which did not || 


appear to me to have breakers to sustain them. 
Well, sir, this matter was = into by the | 
committee. We had architect, 


they all agreed on several great facts. The first | 
was, that the best wall which could be built, was | 


| of hewn stone, where each strata should be laid || 
down with a little mortar on top, and the next | 


strata breaking againstit. ‘That was the best wall | 


that could be built. 


actually the worst character of walj 
| have a decent outside appearance, 


doubtful whether it could support such a 
ture. That is my opinion, founded upon t), 


| nations we have made. 


yuilders, masons, || 
and all that description of persons before us, and | 


“assent to the examination. 


The next best wall that could || 
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outside of from six to twelve or fourtesy 

thick, and the middle was filled UP with inche, 

and angular stone, with bad mortar, Deen rble 
Une 


that could 
Now, I do not pretend to say that this f 


Teet five 


| tion will not ~sere @ structure of four Ounds. 
| or six inches o os 
| feet high; but I do say, thatif this wal] jg pone 


solid marble, let it be th 
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which have come before us and upon the , 
The swearing js 
one way, the facts the other way. 

In relation to the employment of a scien: 
man, that was at my suggestion. I did no; ian 
the quality of the stone. It is not common ae 
part of the country in which I live; and altho mn 
the gentleman from Kentucky found fault wi, 
committee for eels that, gentleman, [ ho. 
it will be viewed by the committee as ay jon, 
effort on our part to acquire the information ,. 
cessary to arrive at a correct judgment. 

Mr. DUNCAN. lam very happy to oly, 
the floor for a few minutes, in order that | mar 
remove an erroneous impression which probabj, 
exists in the minds of this committee from the pe, 
resentations made, inadvertently, perhaps, by \), 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. MeN, 
the chairman of this select committee. That ge, 
tleman stated yesterday, and he is so reported iy t\, 
papers this morning, that the commiittee had ey. 
amined the walls for themselves, and had come; 
the opinion, from that examination, that these 


AION ne 


| foundations were in a dreadful condition, 


Mr. Chairman, I am one of that committe. 


_and I dissent entirely from that statement. | hay 
| formed no such opinion. J have attended eyor, 


meeting of that committee; I have heard all the 
testimony, and have taken it at length in writing 


Lam not now going into a detailed discussion \y 
| relation to this testimony; but this I state: The 
| committee have not, tomy knowledge, had eny 


meeting of conference since that excavation of the 


| wall to which the gentleman alludes, nor have they 
| exchanged opinions at all, to my knowledge, in 
| relation to the subject as a committee. At the 
| close of the examination of witnesses, it seemed 
| to be the unanimous impression on the minds of al! 
| the rap pian ge that the testimony conely- 
'| sively showe 

work, was this: upon a survey of the outward ap- || 


that the foundations were adequate 


to sustain any weight which may be placed on 


/them. Notwithstanding this, the chairman of the 
_ committee expressed a desire that the committee 


should investigate the walls themselves—dig into 
them. I differed with him upon that point, | 
thought it was not befitting for a committee of this 
House, clothed with unlimited power to serd for 
persons and papers and to examine witnesses, to 
go out and dig into this green wall, surrounded by 
a company of men and boys. I did not give my 
I did not believe it 
was necessary, and I did not attend that exami 
nation. But since that time I have carefully ex- 
amined that excavation, and my opinion sitll re 
mains the same—it is not changed in the least. 
And, sir, I dissent also from the statement made 


be built, was where there were leaders and stretch- || 
ers run across the wall, and that in the next strata || 
heavy stones should be laid upon the junctions and | 
smaller stones upon the superficial area. That is || 


by the gentleman, that the outer sides of the wal: 
were mere shells, and the inside filled with sma! 
stones. J measured the sides of the wall, and 
found in each, stones more than two feet in leng't 





is presented, | will support him. If the young 
giant of Illinois is presented, my heart will leap 
with joy to sustain him. And for the best of 


reasons, Should our old ship of State ever lose 
her ballast, split her planks, and spring a leak, 
he knows what a hammer, a saw, a chisel, and 
an auger were made for. 

A Memeer. Would you support Marcy? 

Mr. WILCOX. Yes,sir. I would do‘noth- 
ing else but support Marcy. I am a Democrat— 
the majority of the people of Mississippi are Dem- 
ocrats. The patriotic Whigs of my district sup- 
ported me as a Democrat—they will support me 
again as a Union Democrat—I know nothing else 
but Democracy. The best evidence of Democracy 
which a man can furnish, is to be willing to abide 
the nomination of the National Democratic Con- 
vention. 

The distinguished gentlemen to whom I have 
alluded in connection with the Presidency, are all 
Union, acquiescing, compromise Democrats, and 
stars of the first magnitude—diamonds of the 
first water. It would be invidious in me to make 
a distinction. I cannot find it in my heart to do 
it, tis the business of the convention, and to it 


_ half to three feet deep, an 
_ ized the worst anticipations that could possibly have | 
| been formed. There was a stone running along the | 


the next best wall that could be built. There was | 
particular inquiry made in the committee as to the 
mode in which this wall had been built up, and | 


the universal opinion was that it was safely built || 


and in the manner last indicated. We had the 


| evidence of architects, builders, and masons—men 


who were not interested in the work, who had bid 


_ for it and been disappointed of getting employ- 


ment, who swore to the durability and excellence | 
of the wall. Well, sir, 1 must confess, such is | 


| my confidence in human nature, that my objec- 
| tions were removed, especially when on speaking 


to Mr. Walter, the architect, in relation to these 


_ long lines of stone running longitudinally with the | 


wall, he asked me “did you ever know a wall to | 
crack longitudinally? Does it not always crack | 


| at right angles ?”’ 


But, sir, the committee made an excavation | 
some ten or twelve feet long, and from two and a 
that excavation real- | 





|| ceive, acordi 


projecting inward,and many of the stones thrown 
out of the wall, were from one to two feet long. 
It is true that in that particular place a large pr- 

ortion of the stones were small, but the best arch- 
itects tell us that a wall built of such material, with 


| a suitable proportion of binding stone stretching 


across the wall, or nearly so, at suitable distances, 
say once in twenty feet would be sufficiently strong 
to sustain any superstructure, That it would be 
stronger than a wall built entirely of large stones, 
unless these were carefully hammered and fitted, 


‘| an expense which is never incurred in foundation 


walls. And the committee should know that the 
wall, which was the subject of examination, '* 
leveled up to receive windows four feet in width, 
and distant from each other seven feet, and the 
walt between them will be carried up with larger 
stones, and at the surface of the ground is to © 
to the plan, a block of granite fif- 
teen inches thick and four feet in width. 
Now, I say to this House that if any reliance 
can be placed upon testimony,—testimony 
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sjiable that can be obtained—then the foundations 
; this extension are amply sufficient te sustain a 
er weight than they will be required to bear— 
Ce they are better foundations than those of any 
shat” puilding in this city—better than those of 
Py public building ever erected in this country; 
vjwehave such testimony. = 

"But, as I said before, my opinion is not changed 
his accidental excavation into this green wall. 
+ ‘ected to this mode of examination, because it 
sa sotaccord with my views of propriety. I nonot 
etup my Views as a standard for other gentle- 
wen, They may be better able to judge of such 
nines than tam. But I will say that the exami- 
sion made by this special committee does not 


nat . ° 
che slightest degree shake my confidence in this 


et 


work 


Now, as to the quality of the stone of which the 
fyndations are composed, we have had it tested 


ind the learned professor, who applied {the test, | 


ays that it is not only capable of sustaining the 
weight of the superstructure that is to be placed 
oon it, but that it is capable of sustaining a pres- 
gore one hundred times as great. And all the 
eechitects Who examined the foundations con- 
syrred in the opinion that they were capable, at 
ast, of sustaining ten times the weight that is 
sroposed to be placed upon them. So much for 
the material. 

Now, as to the lime. It was testified that the 
time used from Seeley’s mountain, was the best 
lime in the country; that it is used upon the pub- 
ic works by General Stuart, the Chief Engineer 
of the United States, in preference to any other. 
But it is not to be expected that this mortar bed- 


ded two feet in the wall, placed there since the | 
sommencement of this session of Congress, with | 


severe frosts every night, should become dry by 
this time. If it had, it would only have proved, 
sceording to the best authorities upon the subject, 
its inferiority. 

But let me go fiirther. This work was all done 
by theday. Every man employed on it was em- 
ployed in that manner. Is there any assignable 
motive that could have induced these nien to have 
laid up the walls hastily, carelessly, or inade- 


juately? Again, the principal architect holds the | 


ighest rank in his profession. He has probably 
ade larger experience in the erection of costl 
edifices ‘an any other man of his age in the Uni- 
ted States. It will satisfy gentlemen in regard to 


his competency to perform the work assigned him, | 


to be told that the Girard College, in the city of 
Philadelphia—that grand and massive structure— 
was erected under his superintendence. And the 


superintendents under him are men of the largest | 


experience, fully competent for the discharge of 
their duties, and were constantly present during 
the progress of the work. And gentlemen of this 
‘ity—architects—who testified before the commit- 
tee, stated that they knew many of the masons 


employed, and that they were good and faithful | 


workmen. Now, what conceivable motive could 


these men have had to slight this work ? I should | 


hesitate to set up my opinions in this case against 
those of practical and scientific men. Andif this 
committee, on conferring together, had expressed 


doubts of the stability of the work, I would have | 


proposed that they should submit their excavation 
in the wall to the examination of some of the most 
intelligent and practical of the gentlemen who were 
called to testify, before they ventured, on their 
own judgment, to report that these walls were in- 
sufficient, and in a dreadful condition. And I 
greatly regretted that the chairman of the special 
committee saw fit to introduce a statement, ap- 
parently designed to awaken the. distrust and pre- 
judice the minds of members. With what other 
view did he state that the money appropriated was 
drawn and disbursed by the architect, and how, 
he did not know; ** and ‘that the matter deserved 
inguiry?”? Sir, if the architect disburses the 
‘honey, it is because the law makes it his duty. 

he committee did not deem it their duty to in- 
vestigate how and for what the appropriation had 
been disbursed. If they had made the inquiry, 
‘hey would have found it properly expended and 
duly accounted for, every cent. 
’ Mr. STANTON, of Mintécky. 
herve from Massachusetts allow me to interrupt 
<a for a moment? 1 hold in my hand a letter 
rom the Comptroller of the Treasury—Mr. Whit- 
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I ask that the letter may be 


The letter was read, as follows: 


Treasury DerartMenT, ? 
CoMPTROLLER’s Orrice, February 10, 1852. } 
Sir: Your account for the extension of the Capito! from 


August 2d to the 3lst December, 1851, has been adjusted at 
the Treasury, and a balance of $3,494 98 found to be due 
from you to the United States, which agrees with your 
account. 


Very respectfully, 
ELISHA WHITTLESEY, Comptroller. 


Tuomas U. Watrter, Esq., 


Architect for the Extension of the Capitol. 
Mr. DUNCAN. The architect very freely sub- 


| mitted to the committee his books, containing pro- 
posals and bids, his contracts, and all the papers 
connected with the work; and would, with equal! 
| freedom, have submitted a statement of expendi- 
| ture, if they had requested it. That architect was 
|| a stranger to me until the present session; but I do 
not hesitate to say that in ability, in fidelity, and 
in integrity, he is not surpassed by any man in 
the United States. 
disbursement of all the money necessary to the 
completion of this Capitol in his hands, as in the 
hands of any man or set of men that could be 
selected to perform thattrust. But this is a matter 
which depends altogether on the law of Congress. 
a can place that disbursement where they see 
t. 


I would as readily place the 


Before I sit down, I wish to say a word about 


the appropriation proposed by the amendment of 
the gentleman from K 

Congress, different opinions were entertained in 
|| regard to the expediency of making the proposed 
enlargement of the Capitol; but that Congress 
decided to undertake the work, and voted an ap- 
propane for its commencement. The work has 


entucky. During the last 


een begun; a large sum has been expended; and 


I presume it will go on, I presume no one is pre- 
| pared to say that the design shall now be aban- 
doned. 


| much expedition as is consistent with economy. 


It should, then, be prosecuted with as 


| Who wishes to see these beautiful grounds incum- 


bered for years with rubbish ? 
| this case, expedition is economy. 
| go forward. 
| son in the year for work—has arrived; and the 
House should lose no time in making the requisite 
enproneaton. 


I believe that, in 
Let the work 
The season—the most favorable sea- 


fr. WALLACE. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 


say a few words upon the subject embraced in the 
special order, and in reply to the speech made 


esterday by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
TANTON.] I am a member, sir, of the special 


committee, which that honorable gentleman has 
honored with his notice, in his own peculiar man- 
ner. 
| tee without my knowledge, consent, or procure- 
ment, and contrary to my desire, and I have served 
upon it with reluctance, and from a sense of duty 
which I owe to this House as one of its members, 
and from what [ conceived to be due to its presid- 
ing officer who placed me upon it. Until the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky delivered his extraordinary 
| speech on yesterday, I did not feel myself called 
upon, at this stage of the debate, to express any 
opinion in reference to the sufficiency or insufii- 
ciency of the work which that committee has been 
directed to inspect, and to report the facts which 
may be elicited to this House. 
that it would be time enough for me to make my 
| opinions known upon that subject when the report 
| of the committee shall be before this House for 
its consideration and action. 


1 was appointed a member of that commit- 


I had supposed 


The course pursued 


| by the gentleman from Kentucky has made it ne- 


cessary for me to depart, in some degree, from 
that line of policy. 
'| shall not imitate the example of the gentleman 
‘| from Kentucky. 


In what I have to say, sir, I 


I shall not seek to elicit the 


a of any class of persons who may effect. a 


odgment in your galleries, for the purpose of in- 


| fluencing the acts and deliberations of this honora- 
'| ble body; nor do I intend to follow the gentleman 
\| from Kentucky through the mazes of his learned 
|| dissertation upon the mechanical structure and 
| ee of the Acropolis, the Colliseum, and the 
1} 


Hi 


Will the gen- | 


|| mission to go, whenever it ma 


atican, for the purpose of making a display of 
my architectural learning as he has done. That 
honorable gentleman has my free assent and per- 
be agreeable to 


him do so, with Volney and ard, over the 


A 
ruins of Greece and Rome, Memphis and Carth- 


tlesey—to the architect, dated the 10th of Febru- || age, Nineveh and Babylon, and to make to his 






' 


an intelligent, the most impartial, and the most | ary, in which he says all the money has been | 
t | accounted for. 
read. 
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countrymen such repart upon his discoveries as 
may be most agreeable to him; and I assure him 
that I shall not enter into competition with him 
for the honor to be acquired by his antiquarian re- 
searches into the dusty memorials of past ages. 
What I have to say relates particularily to the 
things of the presentage. And, sir, | deny that 
that gentleman has the right, under the usages and 
sanctions of parliamentary law, to rise in his place 
here, and make a speech denunciatory of the opin- 
ions of a committee of this House, before such 
opinions have been pronounced and made known 
by that committee. 

Mr. STANTON. Will the gentleman from 
South Carolina allow me for one moment? 

Mr. WALLACE. The gentleman from Ken 
tucky has made his speeches here without inter- 
ruption from me, and I do not intend to be inter- 
rupted by him. 

Mr. STANTON. 
state a fact. 

Mr. WALLACE. What right has he, sir, to 
impute to me, as a member of that committee, a 
set of opinions in reference to a matter of public 
concern, which isin part committed to my charge, 
before I have uttered any opinion upon the sub- 
ject; and to make this gratuitous assumption the 
theme of a popular harrangue upon a supposed 
state of facts which may not, and as far as I am 
concerned de not exist, that he may thereby win 
for himself the approbation and applause of a 
articular class of persons who surround this Cap- 
itol? The gentleman from Kentucky seems to 
have assumed the peculiar championship of every 
person who has had the good fortune to aid in lay 
ing the foundations of the proposed additions to 
the Capitol; and his terrible lance is poised for a 
tilt with every ill-fated wight who comes in his 
way, whenever a leaf is heard to rustle in the gale 
I shall not call his sympathy in this regard in ques- 
tion, or add my sympathies to his; but! say to 
him, sir, and to this House, that I shall repel in 4 
proper manner any attempt on the part of that gen 

leman to make any unwarrantable allusion to the 
manner in which my duties, as a member of this 
body, are discharged. When I shall express an 
opinion in regard to the work, which he seems to 
regard with such pious care, that opinion will then 
be a proper subject for comment, and not before; 
and I submit to this House, that the course of ar 

gumentation pursued by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is not sanctioned by parliamentary usage 
and parliamentary law, and is disrespectful to the 
committee which he has made the subject of his 
declamatory assailts, and to this House whose 
organ it is: and | say to that gentleman that I will 
permit no such liberties to be taken with me. 
What purpose can he have in view but*to pre- 
judge the judgment of that committee.before this 
‘House and the country, and to forestall its action, 
if that action shall be contrary to the ideas he en- 
tertains of his own infallibility? What other end 
can he hope to accomplish by the course he has 
thought proper to pursue? Is a committee of this 
House to be reprobated in advance by that gentle- 
man’s display of architectural learning in_refer- 
ence to the cements and conglomerates of Baby- 
lon and Nineveh, in order to subdue their minds 
to his peculiar way of thinking? Must the com- 
mittee be told before hand what they must do to 
escape his ire and propitiate his wrath? Would 
he, sir, give this house to understand that it must 
legislate to suit the wants of a class of persons 
who congregate around your Capitol? Sir, this 
House and the country may well be surprised at 
what has fallen from that gentleman since the pres- 
ent session began. He has thought proper to urge 
this House to vote immediate appropriations of 
money, for the chief reason that a class of persons 
in this city are out of employment. Doctrines 
like these may well excite alarm in the public 
mind. Are the doctrines of the French school of 
communism to be gravely urged in this House? 
Will this House entertain the proposition thatany 
class of persons shall come here and demand that 
appropriations be made to furnish them with labor 
at the public charge? Now, Mr. Chairman, lam 
not aware that any member of the select commit- 
tee, of which I form a part, is opposed to an im- 
mediate appropriation to carry on the work upon 
the Capitol which has been begun. The founda- 
ations are laid, and I presume no one absurdly sup- 
poses the work is to be discontinued. So far as] 
am concerned, the appropriations may be made to 


Very well, I only wanted to 


st as 


continue the work, no matter what the report of 
the special committee may be. 

jut while lam willing to vote this appropria- 
tion, I desire to say that I will vote it that the 
work which has been begun may go on, and not 
because the class of persons who excite so much 
of the sympathy of the gentleman from Kentucky 
are out of employment. I do not recognize the 
r cht of any class of persons to come here in per- 
con, or by their representative, and demand that 
appropriations be made to give them employment, 
Such ideas, sir, as have been advanced upon this 
floor by the honorable gentleman from Kentuck 
should, in my judgment, be met by the unquali- 
fied reprobation of this House and the country. 
These idease are but the reflex of those of the 
French school of communism and the right to 
labor, which erected the barricades in the streets 
of Paris in 1848, and from the destructive tenden- 
cies of which, France has sought present repose 
by the restoration of the Empire under the mili- 
tary rule of Napoleon II. 

Now, sir, | desire to do all I can to relieve the 
mind of the honorable gentleman from Kentucky 
from his distressing alarms, in reference to the im- 
aginary rights of the persons whom he defends 
with such remarkable energy; and | assure him, 
sir, with the utmost sincerity, that I do not inténd 
to go in the stilly hour of night, and burglariously 
run off with the countless tons of granite and 
gneiss, to which his friends have given order and 
design, for the foundations to the additions to the 
Capitol. Nor do I suppose that the special com- 
mittee have any serious design to perpetrate such 
an act of Vandalism; and [| assure that gentle- 
man that I do not believe, therefore, that it will be 
at all incumbent upon him to take his station upon 
those walls, and oe to keep watch and ward to 


guarantee their sanctity, or to expose himself || 


thereby to the buffetings of the bleak winds until 
the melancholy notes of the curfew shall summon 
him to his Rightly repose. I hope I may contrib- 
ute to the gentleman’s composure, by saying to 
him and to this House, that I shall interpose no 
obstacle to the prosecution of this work. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that in reference 
to this work, I have no feelings of opposition to 
indulge. I have not been a constant attendant 
upon the deliberations of the committee, but 1 heard 
and took notes of the testimony until I was per- 
fectly satisfied that the work is sufficient for the 
purposes for which it is designed, and up toa late 
day I was prepared to en that judgment 
before this oube: When a portion of the wall, 
however, was removed by the direction of the 
honorable chairman of the committee, a state of 
facts was disclosed somewhat conflicting with the 
testimony upon which I relied most. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I propose to 
amend the amendment, by adding one dollar to 
the sum intended to be appropriated. I do it, not 
with a view. that the amendment shall be adopted, 
nor for the purpose of saying anything in addition 
to what I said yesterday in regard to the materials 
of which the foundations are constructed or the 
character of the workmanship, but simply to afford 
me an opportunity of replying to the excited re- 
marks of the honorable gentlem@h from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Wattace,} who, it seems to me, 
has worked himself into an unnecessary rage over 
what I said. Now, sir, ifthat gentleman will put 
himself to the trouble of referring to my speech, 
reported in the Globe of this morning, he Will see 
that the remarks to which he takes such exception 
applied only to the chairman of the special com- 
mittee, (Mr. McNarr,] although from what the 
chairman had previously said, [ might, with much 
propriety, have embraced him [Mr. Wattace} in 
the same category. WhenI spoke, I did not even 
know that the gentleman was a member of that 
committee; and if I ever did know it, it had been 
forgotten. He need not be disturbed with the idea 
that any portion of my remarks were intended for 
him, for he was furthest from my thoughts. I knew 
him to be a gentleman of great intelligence, as he 
has shown himself to be of fiery eloquence; and 
whether he had practical information or not upon 
the subject under discussion, I should have ac- 


corded to him too much judgment not to see that | 


ail the clamor which has been raised against this 
work, arising from the investigation which has 


been instituted, was unjust, 4s well as silly and | 


ridiculous. 
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the true meaning of the witness. 


GLOBE. 





I made no attack upon the members of the com- 
mittee. If the gentleman listened to my speech 
he knowsI didnot. Iintendednone. I designed 
simply, in the remarks which | was about to sub- 


mit to the committee, to explain the amendment | 


which I had offered, and inform the House as to the 
necessity of os ne asked. 
been interrupted, 


should simply have done this 
and taken my seat. 


But one of the gentleman’s 


} 
| 
1} 


1} 


|The examination was commenced when I wa, 
|| present. I attended, with several! members an 


If Ll had not | 


March 13. 
without much attention to the ord 
are placed, and the interstices fill 
or cement, with the view to for 
I was upon the wall, sir, 


er in which they 
ed in with n 

mM a conglom 
but a very short 


10rtar 
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Ume, 
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committee, at the time referred to, at the 


: Special 
request of the honorable chairman of the eo..." 


submitting a question to the chairman of the special | 


committee, [Mr. McNatir,] who rose in his place, 
made a speech, and led this House to believe that 


regard to the foundations that he had expressed. 
Mr. WALLACE, Which one of my colleagues 
does the gentleman refer to? 
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Woopwarp. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Kentucky yield the floor? 
Mr. STANTON. 


Oh, yes; if he desires it. I | 


above, watching intently the progress of 


| tigation; and what he saw, doubtless o; 
. . as ; g 
you, sir, entertained the same absurd opinions in || 


| tleman from 
| luded. 
| Kentucky shoul 
Does the gentleman from 


shall be polite to him, and allow him to say what | 


he wishes, though I could not. Now, sir, your 


chairman, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, was | 
the first to allude to the action of the committee. 


He brought the subject up, and you have to thank 


him, not me, for associating you with the absurd | 


What did he 


conclusions to which he had come. 


say whenappealed to by the gentleman from South | 
Carolina [Mr. Woopwarp] to know when the || 
l read from the report | 


committee would report? 
of his remarks: 


are almost ready to report.”’ 


He says ‘*we,’’ which includes you with the rest | 


of the committee, if I understand the meaning of 

the word. 

condition.”’ 
He is misrepresenting you, not me. 


‘We have found the walls in a dreadful condition—in a | 


condition which has astonished us aL..”’ 


The word ‘*we”’ isnot broad and comprehensive 


enough, in the judgment of the speaker, to em- 


brace the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. | 
Wattace,] and he uses one of more enlarged | 


signification, and says ** us ALL.” 
“When we came to examine it, we found that wall with 


shells built up on the outside, and small stones thrown in | 


on the inside.’’ 


Here, then, is the first intimation given to the 


| House, that the committee designed to make any 


such foolish report as that language implies. I 


| did not introduce any allusion to it until this de- | 
| velopment was made by the chairman, and I con- 


fined what I had to say to him alone. If he had 
not broaghed the subject, I should not have referred 
to it. I could not havethought that his intelligent 


colleagues would concur with him in his strange | 


conclusion as to the instability of the foundations, 


suspect. Iam happy to find, by the manifestations 


of to-day, that all the members do not concur with | 
This is all, sir, that I deem it ne- | 


the chairman. 
cessary to say in reply to the gentleman from 
South Carolina. 

Mr CHANDLER. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 


oppose the amendment offered by the gentleman | 


from Kentucky, (Mr. Sranron.]} 
Mr. WALLACE, 


allow me five minutes to conclude what I have to 


say. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am persuaded that 1 | 
cannot do half the good that the gentleman from 
South Carolina can do, and I therefore yield the 
floor to him with great pleasure. 


Mr. WALLACE. 
indebted to the courtesy of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cuanpiter.] When, by the 


rules of the House, my remarks were suspended, | 


I was proceeding to say that the examination 
made of ah interior portion of the wall disclosed 
a state of facts somewhat conflicting with the tes- 
timony upon which I[ placed the most reliance. 
It was stated by a witness, who was examined 
before the committee, that the wall is solid maSon- 
ry throughout. The investigation which followed 
does not sustain that testimony, if I understand 
It appeared, 
upon examination, that a portion of the interior 
structure is composed of what is called * rubble,”’ 


‘and mortar; that is, of small stones thrown in, 


I will esteem it a favor, if | 
the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania will 


Mr. Chairman, I am much | 


‘* We have found the walls in a dreadful | 


| tee, [Mr. McNarr,] and this House has b 
colleagues [Mr. Woopwarp] interrupted me, by || 


ed, at the time and place referred to, b 


| nial to his taste, and am not surprise 


Mm. 


CPN in 
formed by the gentleman from Kent, ae 


. ° icky, that m4 
too, faithful to his trust, was with the Sette 
“UOTE 


he INVes. 
ive Point 
ronounced 
rable gep. 
as Just al- 
€man from 
athies ang 
Surrour d. 


} i he] PF ‘bY many of 
the persons whom he has so perseveringly Bought 


to quarter upon the public Treasury, I can read \y 
conceive that he was in a position entirely sce 
7 d that the 
speech which followed should be pronounced a. 
the result of the inspiration drawn from such », 
exalted source. ‘ 

When the examination of the wall was com. 


to the characteristic tirade which he | 
here yesterday, and to which the hon 
irginia (Mr. Brace] h 
It is very natural that the gent! 
go where his symp 
associations lead him; and while he was 


h ap 


| pleted, my first impression led me to conclude tha, 


the work was insecure. In that opinion I wag yo; 
confident. My reflections since that time haye jp. 


duced me to yield my doubts to the better judg. 
‘< The investigation has been going on regularly, and WE || 


ment and greater experience of the able architer 
who has the work in charge. I have been assured 
by that gentleman, in presence of the committee 
that the wall is sufficient to bear five times the 
weight of the superstructure that is to be byilt 
upon it.- During the few minutes which I spent 


| in cope with that gentleman in the committee 





i} 
| 





| in the bill. 


room, | formed a very favorable opinion of his 
ability; and I am informed, from the most reliable 


sources, that his personal integrity, sound judge 


ment, experience, and knowledge of architecture, 
are of the most satisfactory character. Nothing 


| has been elicited by the action of the committee 
| which, in my judgment, can authorize me to come 
| before this 
| character and good name, by declaring that he 
| has, in any wise, been unfaithful to the trust con- 


ouse and inflict a wound upon his 


fided tohim. I will not trifle with his reputation 


| by the commission of such an act. So faras | am 
|| made his judge, he shall have justice at my hands, 


I am prepared to yield whatever doubts I may 
have entertained to the judgment of the architect, 
and to say to this House, that_I believe the work 


|s sufficient for the purposes for which it is de- 


signed. 
It will appear from what I have said, that | do 
not concur in the opinion expressed yesterday by 


é the honorable chairman of the committee, {Mr. 
and therefore meditated no attack upon the mem- || 


bers of the committee, as the gentleman seems to | ter which I have oon: I suggested to the 


| honorable chairman t 
| make his report by detailing the material facts 
| which are in possession of the committee, and 


McNair.] But acting upon the view of the mat- 

e propriety of going on to 

leaving the subject to the judgment ot the House. 
e 


I do not suppose that t ongress will act so 
absurdly as to commence a work of this kind, ex- 


_ pend a considerable sum upon it, and then discon- 
| tinue it. I see no reason why the work should 


not progress; and I am ready to vote any appro- 
priation of money that may be necessary to pros- 


| ecute it to its termination. 


Mr. STANTON, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew the amendment. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I then offer as an ament- 
ment, to ie to the sum of $500,000 contained 
he whole business of regulating the 
additions to this Capitol is placed in the hands ot 
the architect; and the question is not whether the 
stones laid there are laid permanently, and accort- 
ing to our judgment, had. whuthar the lime that is 
used is of the icind that ought to be used, but it's 
simply the question, is the person employed there 
competent to the work he has undertaken? © 
that we have two modes of judging; one of the 
past, the other of the future. All the antecedents 
of that gentleman, sir, are in the affirmative. 
Every act of his life goes to prove that he 's 
competent to the work he has undertaken, ow 
simply as a finished mechanic and accomplishe 
architect, but as an honest and conscientious ma”, 
who will not leave a work that he has undertaken 
unfinished, and will not declare that as good which 
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be heh not believe is good, although his own hand 
33 verformed it. 7 . 
[n the course of my official relations with the 


ty which I in part represent, I was called for 
city 


many Y 
tlemany 
me to Say t 


and although it would be impertinent in 


nerior to my judgment or anybody’s action, | 
7 only submit the work of his hands for other 
cal a 


rsons to decide upon, rather than my assurance 
pe sons 


or mY certificate of his ability. L have watched || 
i I know him as a man, as acitizen, as | 
spitect, and as a man of business; and in all | 


his work. 
a has relations he stands preéminent among 
those with whom he is acquainted. It was in the 
erformance of my official relations with that gen- 
‘eman, that [ looked almost daily upon the founda- 
ions of a building quite as heavy in its weight 
{ in its cost as the wings of your Capitol will 
It has rested twenty years upon the founda- 


{ 
all 
be. 


the Girard College a sign or evidence of the yield- 
ing of a single portion of the stone upon which 
they rest. ‘These works, | think, are about twice 
as thick, twice as strong as the foundations to 
which I have alluded. I infer, therefore, they are 
capable of sustaining double the weight. 

In the remarks which I have to make, and which 
[ consider as giving an opinion contrary to that of 
my colleague, the chairman of the special com- 
mittee, (Mr. McNasr,] I beg leave tu state, my 
associations with him leave me not a doubt of the 
purity of his intentions and those of the other 
gentlemen of the committee; but it is his misfor- 


tune to be at the head of a committee upon a sub- | 
ject with which he is not professionally acquaint- | 


‘ed: and it was the misfortune of the committee 
to be composed of gentlemen who did not claim a 
professional knowledge of the work in which they 
were to beengaged. It was of course expected the 

would call to their aid men of professional oxtal- 
lence—men competent to judge of the work before 
them. I think the testimony which has been ad- 
duced, by gentlemen free from all motives of par- 


tiality, was such as would satisfy the House of | 


the competency of the work. I am happy to hear 
the remark that fell from the honorable gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Wa.ace, ] that what- 
ever may be the fate of a portion of that wall, 


which I believe competent, there should be no | 


et at all about voting for this appropria- 

tion. 

commenced, the sooner, I hope, it will be finished. 

I trust, therefore, 
(Here the hammer fell.} 





Mr. CARTTER. I am opposed to the last 


amendment of $2. 


Mr. GENTRY. Oh! let them haveit. [Laugh- 


t 


this empire; and 


& western trip. I hope it will be—— 


_Mr. FLORENCE. May I ask a single ques- 
tion, as to whether that is the gentleman’s idea of 
progress—that we are progressing from a Republic 


to an Empire? Laughter. } 


Mr. CARTTER. I do not think I can make 
&“fogy” understand it, [laughter;] but I alluded, 
of course, to the empire of territory. Those gen- 


tlemen who travel in the * fog’’ are very diligent 


ears into close connection with that gen- 


hat | know him to be an accomplished 
hitect because his judgment and his action are | 
arc 





tions which were then laid, and there is not beneath | 


he work must go on; and the sooner it is || 


er. ] 

Mr. CARTTER. I merely rose to remark, that 
it occurred to me all this discussion of the me- 
chanical sufficiency or deficiency of this wall was 
a departure from the real danger to which the 
wall is exposed. It seems to be treated as a ques- 
tion of masonry—as a question of mechanics— 
and its capacity to sustain the superstructure that 
is intended to be erected upon it. Now, my opin- 
ion is, that the wall is sufficient, and will endure 
until it answers all the purposes that it will be re- 
quired to answer. The danger is not as to the 
weight that it will have to sustain; the danger is not 
to mechanical forces; the darger lies in a far dif- 
ferent quarter. It is more a question of locality. 
I do not think the wings are in the right place. 
{Laughter. ] ae are too near the eastern skirt of 

have no apprehension at al] but 
that it will rest, mechanically, firmly upon its pres- 
ent foundation, and bear upon its surface the edi- 
fice you propose to place upon it, until the weight 
of empire transfers it to the center of the empire. 
You had better address yourself to that considera- 
ton; for the time is soon coming when the diffi- 
culty will be not in the weight upon it, but in 
keeping the foundation still. The foundations 
will partake of the spirit of the Republic, and make 
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in taking distinctions. [{Laughter.] All this in- 
quiry about the mechanical structure of that wall 
is a work of supererogation. In my opinion, if 


| the wall was not half as heavy as it is, it would 
| endure all the weight it will ever have to sustain. 


The traveling qualities of those wings of the Capi- 
tol will be felt before they fulldown. [Laughter.] 
The question was then taken upon the amend- 


iment of Mr. Cuanpier to the amendment, and 


it was rejected. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to amend by inserting 
‘© 44” after the words ** $500,000.” 

Mr. FLORENCE. have been very much 


| gratified this morning at the turn the debate has 


taken upon the question before the committee in 
relation to this appropriation; but | have been 

ained to hear gentlemen reflecting, by remarks that 
Sees been made, upon persons occupying a peculiar 
sphere in society. Now, it occurs to my mind, 


| that nowhere so much as upon the floor of this 


House do a certain class of people, as they have 


|| been termed, require defenders. There is no es- 
|| pecial merit attached to the fact that a person is a 
| working-man, so called; but it is especially be- 
| coming those living or being in that sphefe of life, 


that they should defend others in the same sphere 
against indiscriminate attacks upon them. | do 
not appeal to the galleries; I do not refer to the 
fact that we are surrounded by persons urging 
Congress to make this appropriation; but | do 


| say, here, that it becomes our duty, especially at 
| this time, to make this appropriation, because the 
| honor of this Union is involved. I will tell you 
| that, when the first appropriation was made for 


the extension of the Capitol, the peculiar class of 
working-men required as operators upon it were 
very scarce. It isa trade that ne peculiar 
perfection, if I may be permitted to laud that class 
of people so much, particularly in a work of this 
kind. If I am correctly informed, and I believe 
I am, the superintendent of this work procured 


| from Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and 


other cities and parts of the Union, excellent work- 
men; and they came here upon the assurance of 
that gentleman that the work should be continued 
to them, and that they should not be permitted to 


| starve, as they have nearly been doing this most 


inclement winter, because Congress refused to 
make thisappropriation. The distress that existed 
among these workmen who were frozen up here, 
| would make the hair of every member of this 
House stand upon end if it were recited. 
Mr. HALL. Will you vote them a farm? 
Mr. FLORENCE. Iam willing to do it. I 
am willing to vote land for the landless, and when 
the bill comes before the House, proposed by my 
friend from Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] my vote 
will be found recorded in its favor. But here are 
these workmen waiting, not upon the bounty of 
the Government, but asking that the pledges given 
them shall be fulfilled—that the assurance made 
them when they came here may be redeemed. 
And I feel a peculiar pleasure and pride that | am 
permitted to rise in my place upon this floor and 
say thus much for that most useful class of our 
citizens. I do not desire that they shall have 
special legislation, (nor do they ask it,) but I do 
| desire that they ~— have extended to thém all 
the privileges and all the rights others enjoy. 
Mr. HENN. Whogave those assurances? 
Mr. FLORENCE. Tesieebinnde and I stated 
| itas clearly and distinctly as I could, thatthey were 
| made by persons engaged by the Government. 
| They, as they had a perfect right to, sought to 
get the best talent they could in that peculiar line, 
and the assurance was given to them of continuous 
| employment. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. WALSH. I propose to say just a word 
| or two to correct an error which I think has been 
repeated this morning, and into which a gentle- 
| man from North Carolina, not now in his seat, 
{[Mr. a fell on a previous day, and that 
| was, that it had been asserted that it-was the pri- 
| mary duty of this Government to give labor to 
/men who were in wantofit. There was no such 
| demand by the friends of the extension of the 
| Capitol, on the ground of primary duty. These 
| men came herein the depth of winter, not knowing 
| anything of the particular terms of this contract. 





| They came here to engage in the erection of the 
Capitol, and, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| (Mr. Frorence) said, were frozen up with their 


families. I say, without asserting a primary duty, 
that it presented as strong a case of appeal to the 
sympathies and right feelings of this House, as 
when you saw from your Capitol windows the 
burning edifices of Alexandria. It was acase, as | 
stated heretfore, appealing to the sympathies; but 
they did not appeal to the sympathies. There was 


no pretense of primary duty. These men came 
here under a certificate of the architect, stating that 
they could be usefully employed by the Govern- 
ment. While gratifying a reasonable sympathy, 
we were not asked to violate any rule in reference 
to the contract they were called upon to make. 
This House, as I then suggested, should have 
been proud of the privilege of doing so. It has 
been said, by high authority, ‘* that this world is 
a tough wrestler, who has a bear’s grip for the 
poor;’’ but it should be the proad privilege of 
every man, legislating for the great interests of the 
country, to remove the burden which always 
bears upon the back of the wayfarer upon this 
world. Now, a word or two more. do not 
admit the rebuke set up by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson,] the other day, and re- 
iterated by the eloquent gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Watrace.| 

I do not know of any drawing-room rule which 
is to prevail here and control me under the respon- 
sibilities which I owe to my country and constit- 
uents. If I see a spectacle of distress in this gal- 
lery, which is under my jurisdiction, I shall refer 
to it, without consulting those rules of high-life 
which seem to be brought in here to direct legisia- 
tive power. Itis a pressing case—it is a case in 
which men, offered employment when their em- 
ployment was deemed to be necessary by those 
ke the control of the execution of this con- 
tract—presenting a spectacle of distress, as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. F.orence) 
has well said, almost unexampled, even to the 
view of men who have been accustomed to see all 
the fluctuations of poverty. Many of them are 
my own townsmen, accustomed to the ordinary 
comforts of life, which they procured by the sweat 
of their brow. They are now in the midst of 
your community, and under circumstances of dis- 
tress which were drawn upon them in consequence 


| of their discharge from employment. It is a case 


calling for the loudest and strongest sympathy in 
every human heart, and the heartiest expression 
of that sympathy by every human tongue, 

Mr. ORR. I do not propose to make a speech. 
I wish to give notice now, that when an amend- 
ment is moved hereafter I shall insist that the rules 
of the House be enforced, requiring that gentle- 
man should confine themselves to explanations of 
the amendments they offer. : 

Mr. BRENTON. I effer the following amend- 
ment: 

And that no contract, made in prosecution of the work 
aforesaid, which shall in any way exceed the sum hereby 
appropriated, shall be binding upon the Government. 

I desire to see such an amendment as that at- 
tached to every bill which may be proposed to this 

| House for appropriating money to public Works; 
and I would not only desire to see it attached in 

| form, but I would desire to see it put in practice 

| from this time forth. We are called upon each 
year to pass a deficiency bill for the purpose of 
meeting expenditures made in connection with the 
public service—expenditures which exceed the 
amount, from year to year, that is appropriated. 
My object in offering this amendment is simply 
to keep every individual, connected with the ex- 
penditure and disbursement of public money, 
within the limits prescribed by law, and to hold 
them to strict accountability if they refuse to do 
so. Why is Congress called upon, in connection 
with the public service, to pass deficiency bills ? 

| It is because the expenses and disbursements have 
exceeded theamount appropriated. Ido not design, 
at this time, to discuss this question; but I merely 
state that I desire to see this principle incorporated 
into every appropriation bill for the censiiamion 
| of the House; and in future I desire to see all the 
| officers of the Government, especially those having 
charge of the public funds, held to the rule most 
rigidly. I hope this amendment will be attached 
to that appropriation. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I agree with the gentle- 
| man, and am in favor of the general principle he 
contends for, but there is no necessity for incor- 

porating any amendment of that character with 


| this bill. If there was any probability that this 
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appropriation would finish the work, why, for 
fear they might go beyond that appropriation and 


involve us in a larger expenditure, | would vote | 


for his proposition; but nobody imagines for a 
moment that this appropriation will finish the 


Capitol. Of course, in contracts that are hereafter | 


to be made, the rule can be carried out in further- 
ance of the gentleman’s design. I have stated 
this as a reason for voting against the amendment 
now, although I approve the general principle. 
jut my object in rising was to appeal to the gen- 
tleman not to press his amendment. There really 
seems to be nothing to discuss. Everybody agrees 
that this appropriation is necessary. If the walls 
are to be gone on with, as they now stand, the 
appropriation is needed, 


is equally necessary. j 
by general consent, to let this bill pass, and upon 
the coming in of the report of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. McNair] all these questions 
which have been thrown irregularly into this de- 
bate will naturally come up. It is Saturday, and 
| think it would be right for us to take half a day’s 
holiday, as much at least as we give to the negroes 
down South. I appeal to gentlemen to let this bill 
pass, and then by common consent adjourn. 

The question was then taken upon Mr, Bren- 
Ton’s amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


If they are to be pulied | 
down, and stronger ones built, the appropriation | 
Why shall we not agree, | 


THE CO 


| that I should make the question of order, and of 











| course I shall carry it out. 


| 
j 


Mr. GOODENOW moved that the committee | 


rise and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is 
upon the amendment proposed by the chairman of 
the committee, [Mr. Stanton. ] 

[Cries of **Question !’”’ ‘* Question !’’] 

Mr. MASON. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 

Provided, That the expenses incurred in testing the stone 
and other materials to be used in the construction of the 
work, shall be paid out of this appropriation. 


Mr. FLOYD. I will vary my amendment, so 
as to strike out one half the proposed appropria- 
tion. I know of no estimate of expenditure that 
has come to us from the Departments which may 
be omitted with less injury to the public service, 
than the half million of dollars asked for by this 


| bill. This Hall is not so badly arranged but what 


| you can find an abundance of gentlemen who are 


i 


| wiiling to occupy it. 


Nor am | aware of any de- 


| partment of the public service that is to suffer by 


| for one, two, or five years. 


allowing these foundations to remain as they are 
We have a debt, ina 


| time of profound peace, of some $64,000,000, if 1 


| ing in the dark upon this subject. 


mistake not; and so we are going on granting 
every expenditure asked by this Administration— 
which certainly does not commend itself to the 
country by any very strict notions of economy— 
we are going on to grant every expenditure that 
is asked for, without ever making a beginning at 
reform or economy. It seems to me, we are act- 
This House 
have appointed a committee to investigate the 


| capacity of the foundation, but it has not yet re- 


| ported, although we have been told, it may report 


next week. In the meantime, without the report 
of our select committee, we know not whether 
this foundation is safe or unsafe. We are pro- 
ceeding to grant an appropriation to erect a super- 
structure, and then to inquire whether the founda- 
tion is safe or not. As I have said before, there 


| is no department of the public service that would 


The special committee have been testing the 


strength of the materials used in the construction 
of the foundation; and under the resolution of the 
House authorizing the committee to do it, I sup- 
pose the authority was involved to incur the neces- 
sary expense. It was a matter which was left 
wholly to their judgment. They have done so, 
and bills will come in. Some object to their being 
paid out of the contingent fund, and I offer this 
amendment, that these expenses may be paid out 
of the appropriation of $500,000; and that the 
Committee on Accounts may have nothing to do 
with the matter. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
will not be done. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to op- 
pose that améndment. I think the amendment is 
quite unnecessary, and is altogether irrelevant to 
this bill; and 1 make a question, that it is not in 


I hope this 


order to pay the expenses of a.select committee, | 


which has been appointed by this House for the 


purposeof examining those foundations, outof the | 


general appropriation, for the purpose of complet- 
ing the building. I think the amendment is not 
in order. The expenses for which it provides are 
a part of the contingent expenses of this House, 
and ought to be paid out of the contingent fund. 
And it ought to be so, for the purpose of show- 
ing {he House what is the expense of making such 
examinations, and of appointing such committees 
as have been i caleked Ua this case. I mean no 
disrespect to the committee whatever; but the ac- 
count of the contingent expenses of the House 
ought to show the expenses attendant upon its 
own action. This expense ought not to be charged 
to the fund for the completion of the Capitol. Upon 
this ground I think that the amendment ought to 
be rejected. 


The question was then taken, and Mr. Mason’s | 


amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FLOYD. I move to increase the expendi- 
ture $5. We have, during the last year, had an 


expenditure of $30,000,000. We are called upon | 
now to pass a deficiency bill, amounting to sev- | 
We have an estimate of the | 
expenditures for the next year amounting to | 


era! millions more. 


$42,000 ,000. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. The 


rules of the House require, that when an amend- | 


ment is offered, the gentleman proposing to speak 
upon that amendment must confine his remarks to 
the subject-matter of the amendment. The gen- 
veman is not doing it. I made the announcement 


suffer by the delay of this appropriation; and if 
the accounts we have had here of the sufferings of 
the workmen be true, certainly they cannot find 
worse paymasters than the Government has been 
to them. 


Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. I am opposed 


'to the amendment of the gentleman from New 


| York, [Mr. Froyp.] 
his resolution was freely and ably discussed at the | 


The subject embraced in 


| last Congress, when they made the appropriation 


for the Capitol. I consider it unnecessary to 


discuss it at this time, and therefore call for the | 


question. 
The question was then taken upon Mr. FLoyp’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 
Mr. McMULLIN. <1 move to strike out three 
fourths of the sum. 


| in reference to my own particular position. I 


| voted in the last Congress, if my recollection || 


| serves me correctly, against the appropriation of 


$100,000. I supposed then, that the cost of these 
two wings of the Capitol would amount to some 
several hundred thousands of dollars. I really did 
not suppose then that they were to cost some three 


| or four millions of dollars, perhaps five millions. 
| I rise now for the purpose of calling the attention 


' 


\} remain here. 





of the committee, the House, and country, to the 
important fact, as it presents itself to my mind. 


It is this: We havea report made by a standing | 


committee which authorizes and advises the House 


to pay $250,000 for the purchase of Winder’s | 


of the Govern- 


building, now in the a 
ly suggest to the 


ment. I would most respectfu 


consideration of the committee, that instead of | 


completing the wings of the Capitol, they should 


erect proper buildings for the Departments, so as | 


to supersede the necessity of paying $250,000 to 
Mr. Winder for his building. This building, 
which has served all the purposes of Congress for 
the last thirty-odd years, will serve usa few years 
longer. 

1 think there is something in the suggestion of 


| the sagacious gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carr- 


TER,] that we know not how long the Capitol will 
But, long or short, I say that, ac- 


| cording to my conceptions, there is no necessity 
| for expending four or five millions of dollars to 


build the wings of the Capitol. , 

“ Let these gentlemen, from the cities of Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore, who desire to quarter their 
constituents on the Government, make application 
directly, and I am willing, as one member of this 
House, limited as my means are, to assist these 
suffering ladies and gentlemen; but 1 object—I 
protest, in behalf of my constituents, against the 
ae of any gentleman’s constituents on this 

overnment. 


| Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. Thad intended | 
to say a word upon this subject; but, at the so- 
licitation of gentlemen around me, I forbear to say | 


' more than that I am opposed to this amendment. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to say a word or two | 


eindusheeegetentieeneats ele Ta arch 13, 
The question was then taken on Mr. yon 
Lin’s amendment, and it was not agreed 

The question recurring on the amendy 
posed by the chairman of the comm 
STANTON,] it was put, and that 
agreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved that the conmin.. 
now rise and report the bill, as amended... 

. #s LO) 
House, with a recommendation that i: 
which motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Sn... 
er having resumed the chair, the chairmys ot 
committee reported that the Committee op." 
Whole on the state of the Union had hoa." 
Union generally under consideration, and por; 
larly the joint resolution ** to authorize the eo, 

tinuance of the work on the two wines of 
itol,”? and had directed him to report: 
the House, with an amendment, with sae 
mendation that the amendment be concurred 
and that the joint resolution do pass. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved 
vious question on the adoption of the amendmen 

The previous question received a second. «, 
the main question was ordered to be now py 

Mr. FICKLIN called for the reading of , 
| amendment, and it was read. 

Mr. SCURRY demanded the yeas and nays 

Mr. FICKLIN asked for tellers on orderins 4, 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and nays 

| were not ordered. ; 

Mr. FITCH moved to lay the joint resolytioy 
on the table; and on that motion he demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the qu 
tion being put, it was decided in the negatiy 
yeas 43, nays 124, as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, John Appleton 
Averett, Babcock, Beale, Brenton, Buell, Joseph Caby 

| Cartter, Caskie, Churchwell, Daniel, John G. Davis, Daw 
son, Dimmick, Dunham, Edgerton, Ficklin, Fitch, Ploya 
Gamble, Green, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Howarg, 
|| Thomas Y. How, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Joly Joly 
. son, MeMullin, MeNair, MeQueen, Morrison, Murray 
Nabers, Orr, Andrew Parker, Scurry, George W. Thom; 
| son, Townshend, and Wildrick—43. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, William “Apple 
| ton, Ashe, Barrerre, Bartlett, Bell, Bennett, Bibidjaus, 
| Breckinridge, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George ff 
| Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D 
|| Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Chandler, na 
| Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, Cottman, 
| Cullom, Curtis, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Dastwan, 
Evans, Ewing, Faulkner, Florence, Fowler, Heury M 
| Fuller, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, 
Grey, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Harper, Isham G. Harr 
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amendment << 
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Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hascall, Haven. Hebard, Hib 
| bard, Hillyer, Holladay, Horsford, Thomas M. Howe, [ves, 
| Jenkins, James Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W 


|| Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. King, Kulus, Kurtz 
Letcher, Lockhart, Edward C. Marshall, Humplirey Mar 
shall, McCorkle, McDonald, Meade, Miller, Molony, | 


Henry 

| D. Moore, Morehead, Olds, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, 

Penniman, Perkins, Polk, Porter, Priee, Riddle, Robbins, 

| Sackett, Schooleratt, Schoonmaker, David L 

| Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Smith, Snow, Stanly, Frederick 

| P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Ste 
Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, 

Taylor, Benjamin ‘Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Wallace 
Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Add 

|| son White, Alexander White, Williams, Woodward, and 

|} Yates—124. 

So the House refused to. lay the joint resolution 

|| upon the table. 

| ‘The question recurring on the adoption of the 

amendment, it was put and the amendment was 

agreed to. 

The question then was ordering the joint reso- 
| iution to a third reading; and, being put, it was 
| so ordered. ° 
The joint resolution having been read a third 
time, 
} 
| 





\| 
'| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the pre- 
| vious question on its passage. 
The previous question received a second, * 

| the main question was ordered to be now put; and, 
'| being put, the joint resolution was passed. 
Mr.STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to recon: 
|| sider the vote by which the joint resolution was 
'} passed, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
| the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
'| On motion by Mr. POLK, the House then ad- 
| journed till Monday. 
PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were pr seen a 
under the rule, and referred tothe appropriate comune 


|| By Mr. IVES: The petition of Smith Bartlet and . 
|| others, for an appropriation for a survey of the harbor: 
i} Cape Vincent, New York. 
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By Mr: H 
cod Glossner, 
county» Guernsey county, Ohio, praying that the bridges 
iizens . w may be established as post roads, and permit- 
at Whee a. at their present height, oe 
red 10 a jON ES. of Pennsylvania: The petition and pa- 
’ re Richards, asking for bounty land belonging to 
a a soldier &e., deceased. : 
GAYLORD: The petition of Lewis H. Green, 
ennings, Robert M. Jennings, George 8. Gilliland, 
Benjamin F. Stone, and James McCaddon, deputy 
of Washington county, Ohio, asking additional 
yn for services rendered in taking the Seventh 


and 66 others, citizens of Muskingum 


cers ot 
y. Baten 
By Mr 
v yprice J 
4. Stone, 
parshals 
compensatlé 


Cen SMART: The remonstrance of 150 citizens of 
a. ves 


River village, Maine, against the discontinuance of 
~~ house on Beauchamp Point. ss : 
ane light! FULLER, of Maine: The petition of John C. 
oblssand 53 others, asking for an appropriation for build- 
1 a 
ing a ligt bor, sm the coast of Maine. 
- Mr RIDDLE: The petition of Jeremiah Eskridge, 
By vs i. county, in the State of Delaware, a soldier in the 
. nda wat of 1834, °35 and 736, praying for an allowance in 
. ature of arrears of pension. 
th vir. GORMAN: The petition of Thomas E. Ashby 
OY Martin Wines, praying the establishment of a mail 
and “om Bloomfield, in Green county, to Carlisle, in Sul- 
en county. by the way of Linton. | y 
"gy Mr. ASHE : The memorial of C. B. Walletand others, 
of Cumberland county, North Carolina, against the exten- 
on of the Woodworth patent for planing boards, &c. 
Ry Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Isaac Wood and 172 
shor citizens of Philadelphia county, asking Congress to 
pass an act fur the further extension of the Woodworth 
ear. ORR: The petition of Waddy Thompson, C. J. 
Elford, and 102 other citizens of Greenville, South Carolina, 
against the further extension of Woodworth’s patent for 
planing boards. : 
May Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of Charles C. Copes, 
Henry R. Copes, Joseph R. Cobb, and 54 other citizens of 


iouse on the west side of the entrance into | 


: . i 
ARPER: The memorial of Thomas Maxfield, 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| be laid on the table and printed. 
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ll Mr. BRODHEAD presented a resolution of the } 


, | Legislature of Pennsylvania in relation to Smi 
‘and of Daniel Lanfeaty, Westly Gill, and 19] other || oo 0 Smith 


O’Brien and his associates; which was ordered to 


Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Penn- 


| sylvania against the removal of the Mint from 


Philadelphia to New York; which was ordered to 


| be laid on the table and-printed. 


Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Penn-, 
sylvania in favor of the establishment of a naval 
depét and dry dock on the lake frontier; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, six petitions of citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, praying the extension of | 


| Wood worth’s patent fora planing machine; which 


were referred to the Committee on Patents and the 


| Patent Office. 


Also, two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying an increase of the duties on iron; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial of merchants, ship-owners, 
and others, citizens of Philadelphia, praying a 
modification of the law for the reduction of the 
costs and expenses of proceedings in admiralty; 


| Which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


the county of Philadelphia, praying for the extension of | 


Woodworth’s patent for planing boards, &e. 

By Mr. BIBLGHAUS: The petition of Jacob F. Heim 
and 80 others, citizens of Schuylkill county. Pennsylvania, 
praying for a modification of the tariff of 1846, and fora 
capitation tax on all future emigrants, so as to afforda 
tariff to American mechanics and laboring men, &c., &c. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, arch 15, 1852. 


Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteton F. Morea. 
Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 


Russell & Jones, surviving partners of Brown, | 


Russell & Co., praying remuneration for services, 
and indemnification for losses incurred in trans- 
porting commissary and quartermaster’s stores for 
the troops in New Mexico; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEWARD presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York, against the extension 
of the patent granted to W. W. Woodworth for 


a planing machine;.which were referred to the | 


Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Freeport, Penn- 


mails on Sunday may be prohibited by law; which 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the United States, 
remonstrating against the further extension of 
Woodworth’s patent fora planing machine; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

_Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, New 
York, praying that the public lands may be 
granted to actual settlers only, and to them inlim- 
ited quantities; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
James G. A. McKenny, praying the payment of 


his claim against Mexico; which was referred to | 


the select committee appointed on the subject. 
Also, the petition of 
Carson Valley and its neighborhood, praying the 
establishment of a territorial government; which 
was referred to the Committee on Territories. 
Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of 
Albany, New York, praying that the bill giving 


settlers and occupants of | 


farther remedies to patentees may become a law; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents | 


and the Patent Office. 
Mr. WADE presented a memorial of assistant 


marshals for taking the Seventh Census in Wash- | 
ington county, Ohio, praying additional compen- | 


sation; which was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of ship- 
*wners, merchants, and others, of Newburyport, 
Massachusetts, praying that further aid may be 
*x'ended to Collins’s line of steam-ships; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


diciary. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Erie, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying the establishment of a navy-yard and 
dry dock on the lake frontier; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against the further extension of 
W oodworth’s patent for a planing machine; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the further 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 
tition of John Bensley, praying indemnity for 


| losses and injuries sustained in Mexico previous 


to the war; which was referred to the select com- 
mittee appointed on the subject. 

Mr. CHASE presented three memorials of as- 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in 
Ohio, praying additional compensation; which 
were ordered to be laid on the table 

Also, a petition of citizens of Belmont county, 
Ohio, remonstrating against the further extension 
of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of Lucie 
Ann Garner, widow of Captain H. Garner, late 
of the Army of the United States, praying that a 


. ‘| pension may be allowed her; which was referred 
sylvania, praying that the transportation of the | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
Worcester county, Massachusetts, remonstrating 
against the further extension of Woodworth’s 


patent for a planing machine; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Ed- 
ward Rudd, praying compensation for slaves car- 


| ried off by the enemy during the last war with 


|| Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, the petition of Henry A. Wise, and the 
legal representatives of J. J. Wise, praying com- 
pensation for slaves carried off by the enemy 
during the last war with Great Brita; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the further 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing 
| machine; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Patents and the Patent Office. 
| Mr. WADE presented the memorial of S. 
| Spink, assistant marshal for taking the Seventh 
| 
i 


Census in Wood county, Ohio, praying additional 
compensation; which was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Lucretia 
| Barton, one of the heirs of Jacob Town, deceased, 
| praying that a new warrant may issue, in lieu of 
| one issued to the heirs of said Town for bounty 
| land, and which has been lost; which was referred 
| to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. BROOKE presented a petition of certain 

Choctaw Indians, known as ‘* Bay Indians,”’ pray- 
ing compensation for reservations of land under 





the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, of which 
they were forcibly dispossessed; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi, in favor of the establishment of certain 
mail routes in that State; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Cfiiceand Post Roads, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Michigan, praying that a grant of land may be 
made to the State, for constructing the Oakland 
and Ottowa railroad; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented the memorial of 
John M. Mullin, praying compensation for ser 
vices, as messenger in the Penitentiary of the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the 
Committge for the District of Columbia, 

Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of Jacob 
Banta, praying authority to locate and enter land 
n virtue of two revolutionary bounty land certifi 
ates; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted a docu 
ment in relation to the claim of R. C. Patterson, 
against the Government of Mexico; which was 
referred to the select committee appointed on the 
subject. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented a petition of citi 
zens of the State of New Jersey, praying Con 
gress to pass a law to prohibit absolutely the de- 
portation, banishment, orimmigration from foreign 
countries to the United States, of any and all con 
victs, felons, and paupers, publicly recognized as 
such at home in their own countries; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce? 

Also, a petition of citizens of Germantown, 
Pennsylvania, prayinga modification of the bounty 
land law; whieh was referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands. 


COLLINS'S LINE OF STEAMERS. 
Mr. RHETT. I have a petition, very numer- 


ously signed by some of the first merchants and 
ship-owners in the city of Charleston, praying for 
an appropriation in favor of Collins’s line of steam- 
ers. As the petition is very brief, I bee-leave to 
read it. 

The petitioners state that it is not as residents 
of Charleston, South Carolina, but as patriotic 
citizens of the United States that they make this 
petition. The Collins line is not a local, but a 
national interest. New York, from its commer- 
cial position and relations with Europe and this 
continent, happens, indeed, to be the pomt to and 
from which these magnificent and unequaled 
steam-ships make their trips; but they do not re 


| gard them as, for that reason, any more properly 


belonging localiy to that city, than the general 
Federal revenue, of which so large a proportion is 
collected at that point, can be regarded as belong- 
ing to New York. They say, whatever objec- 
tions of private interest to the object for Which 
they petition some of them might possibly enter- 
tain from the rivalries and competitions of com- 
merce, they cannot but forget all such considera 

tions in the larger and higher interest with which 
they contemplate the great national rivalry, the 
new Pacific navel warfare now in progress between 
the two leading maritime countries of the world— 

the English Monarchy as represented in the Cun- 
ard, and the Republic of the United States in the 
Collins line. This has risen, by general recog- 
nition in both continents, above the level of any 
personal interests, great or small, into the higher 
character of national contest, in which the national 
pride and honor, as well as the more substantial 
interests morally incident to national reputation, 
are more deeply involved. England sustains, and 
is always ready to sustain her line with whatever 
further Government support may be requisite for 
that purpose. The Collins line has thus far 
gained its honorable triumphs, those victories of 
peace ‘‘not less renowned than those of war,’’ 
only at the expense of loss to its owners too ruin- 
ous, as is evident, to be furthercontinued. With- 
out the aid now asked for, the American flag must 
cease to float over the noble line of Tra satlantic 
steam-ships, which evinces so strongly the glorious 
triumphs of American mechanics, engineers, and 
navigators. They feel that this would be a na- 
tional disaster and disappointment, as well as a 
national disgrace; and that it would be beheld 
with feelings of regret not less universal than 
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those which pervaded the remotest border of the 
Union during the period when the fate of the pio- 
neer vessel of the line, “* the Atlantic,’? was the 
prominent subject of national anxiety and almost 
national mourning. They therefore petition that 
such amount of aid as, on satisfactory investiga- 
tion may be found to be necessary for the purpose 
above stated, may be extended to the Collins line 
by Congress. 

“I will state that this petition is from the most re- 
spectable merchants and others in the city of 
Charleston. I have never voted for any appro- 
priation of this kind, nor do I suppose that I shall 
vote for this; but it is due to the petitioners, as 
well as to myself, to state that during the last 
fall | was in Europe, and had occasion to see and 
know that the same feeling which actuates the 
petitioners here upon this subject, very largely 
actuates the English people on the other side of 
the water. I present the petition, and move that 
it be referred to the Committee on Nava! Affairs. 

The petition was so referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the resolution of the Legislature of [owa, 
on the files of the Senate, relating to the pension claim of 
Silas Messenger, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John R. Jefferson, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of F. Huttmann, on the files | 


of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Seneca G, Simmons, on 


the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the resolutions 
passed at a meeting of the inhabitants of the town 
of Milton, Wayne county, Indiana, recommend- 
ing a division of the Indian territory of Nebraska, 
and for the removal of certain tribes of Indians, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of John A. Bryan, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a resolution 


for his relief; which was read and passed to the | 
The report was ordered to be 


second reading. 
printed. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private \| 


Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of the heirs of James and Lucy Perrie, submitted 
an adverse report on the same. 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill authorizing payment by the 


Surveyor General of California, for the survey of | 


cerigin land claims which have been or may be 
presented to the Board of Land Commissioners 
for adjudication under the act of Congress of 


March 2, 1851, to ascertain and settle private land | 
claims in California, asked to be discharged from | 


the further consideration thereof, and that it be 


referred to the Committee on Public Lands; which 
was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred the petition of Maria Taylor, sub- | 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for her re- | 
lief; which was read and passed to the second | 


reading. 


Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, to which was referred the memorial of 


Jehiel Brooks, asking authority to sue the United || 
States for damages sustained in defending his title || 
to land in a suit brought against him by the United || 


States, submitted an adverse report. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of James | 


Higginbotham, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief; which was read and passed 
to the second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a memorial of citizens of California, 
urging an immediate survey of the public lands in 
that State; a resolution of the State of Vermont, 


in relation to the indigent insane; the memorials of | 


the Legislature of Alabama, in relation to an ap- 
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The report was || 


' propiation of land for the establishment of a luna- 
tic asylum, &c.; and the memorial of the Com- 
missioners of the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb 
at Fulton, Missouri, in relation to the same, asked 


to be discharged from the further consideration || 


thereof; which was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the petition of William Woodbridge, | 
praying a grant of land, submitted an adverse re- | 


* port, which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committees to which 
was referred the petition of George W. Dent, in 
behalf of occupants of land in townships forty- 
three and forty-four, praying that disposition may 


be made in conformity with the views of the So- | 


licitor and the Commissioner of the General 


Land Office, submitted an adverse report, which 
was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- | 
fairs, to which was referred the memorial of | 


Thomas Marston Taylor, submitted a report, ac- 


companied by a bill for his relief; which was read | 
and passed to the second reading. The report 


was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- | 
vate Land Claims, to which was referred the me- | 


morial of John B. and Thomas Johnson, for 
reimbursement of expenses in defending a defec- 
tive title to land from the United States, asked to 


be discharged from the further consideration there- | 


of; which was agreed to. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time and passed: 

sill for the relief of the securities of Elijah J. 
Weed, late quartermaster of marines, deceased; 

Bill for the relief of Nancy Wright; 

Bill for the relief of Robert Jemison and Ben- 
jamin Williamson; 

Bill for the relief of Nathaniel Kuykendall; 
Bill to provide compensation to William Wood- 
| bridge and Henry Chipman, for services in ad- 
|| justing titles to land in Michigan, and for other 
|| purposes; 
|| Bill for the relief of Sarah Flinn; 

Bill for the relief of David Osborn; 

Bill for the relief of Thomas D. Jennings; 

| Bill for the relief of John McReynolds, of De- 
|| troit, in the State of Michigan; 

|| Bill for the relief of Samuel Bray; 

|| Bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes; and a 

Bill to grant the right of preémption to settlers 
on the public land known as the Maison Rouge 
| Grant, and for other purposes. 


WILLIAM A. CHRISTIAN. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of William A. 
|| Christian was read a third time. 
] On motion by Mr. GWIN, to reconsider the 
| vote on the passage of the bill, it was determined 


| in the affirmative; and it was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 


} 


| 


GUNPOWDER DEPOTS. 
|| Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution 
| for consideration; which was agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to the Senate any information in his possession touch- 
ing the necessity of establishing suitable depéts for the pres- 
ervation of the gunpowder belonging to the United States, 
and whether the public service require the establishment of 
| such depots. 
MAP OF NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolution 
for consideration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
the Senate a map of the Territory of New Mexico, compiled 
by Brevet Lieutenant J. G. Parke, United States Topo- 

| graphical Engineers, by order of Brevet Colonel J. Munroe, 


United States Army, commanding ninth military depart- 
ment. 


EXTENSION OF THE CAPITOL. 


| A message from the House of Representatives 
| was received by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncipg that it had passed the joint resolution 
from the Senate to authorize the continuance of 
the work upon the two wings of the Capitol, with 
an amendment, and requesting the concurrence of 
the Senate therein. 
| The PRESIDENT subsequently said: There 
| is on the table a joint resolution which has been 
| returned from the House of Representatives, with 
|| an amendment, to authorize the continuance of 
|| the work on the two wings of the Capitol. What 
disposition will the Senate make of it? 

Mr. SHIELDS. The proper committee to 


| 
} 


| 


now here, nor are they ready to act y 
| as I suppose there wil be no serious 
|| it, 1 move that it be taken up and 
passage, without being referred to any com 
The PRESIDENT. This is a joint man 
which has been returned from the House of Re u 
resentatives. It will be in the power of thes, 
to act upon it immediately, or to refer it... 
_may think proper. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. It seems to me that it 
as well be disposed of now. —" 
| ThePRESIDENT. Theamendmen 
| the House is, to strike out all after the 
clause, and insert the following : 
| “That there be, and is hereby, appropriated out of : 
| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, fer ae 


|| period from which the passage of this resolution to the end 
|| of the fiscal year terminating June 3ith, 1853, the eum 7 


two Wings 


__ March 14, 


which that resolution ought to be refer 


red are not 


pon it: and 
Objection to 


put Upon its 


ate 
» a8 they 


t made by 
resolyino 





|, $500,000, for the continuance of the work on the 
of the Capitol.”’ 


|| Mr.GWIN. There is nota majority of 1 

° ° ° e 

| Committee on Finance in the Senate; and as jt jx 

a matter that action should be, had upon as early 

as possible, I will move its reference to the Com. 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SHIELDS. _ I was going to say that the 
Committee for the District o Columbia is in pre- 
cisely the samecondition. There is nota quorum 
of the committee in the city, and that is the reason 
why I think it would be better to pass the measur 
at once. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate 
agree to the amendment. This is a bill of greg: 
importance, and should be passed forthwith, 

r. MASON. I was only going to suggest 
that the resolution appropriates half a million of 
money. [tis a resolution originating, I believe, 
with the Committee on Finance. 

| Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Public 
| Buildings. 

Mr. MASON. This resolution appropriates a 

| very large sum of money, and though I dislike to 
throw any obstacles in the way of its passage un- 
necessarily, it seems to me that it should go to its 
appropriate comnrittee. [ understand the Senator, 
who desires its passage now, to intimate that there 
| is not a majority of the Committee on Finance 
resent at this time. I think there may bea mo- 
| jority of the Committee on Public Buildings, which 
is an appropriate committee. 
| Mr.SHIELDS. There is not a majority of 
| the Committee on Public Buildings present, nor 
| of the Committee for the District of Columbia; 
| and, consequently, if the matter is referred toa 
| committee, it will remain a long time in abeyance. 
| It is true it appropriates $500,000, but that is only 
| half the amount which the President has called 
| for in the Civil bill. It extends to the end of the 
| fiscal year, 1853. 
Mr. MASON. 
original resolution ? . 
The PRESIDENT. The original resolution is, 
| that the Secretary of the Interior may continue i 
| employment, for the construction of the wings of 
| the Capitol, so many mechanics and laborers as 
| can be properly engaged in the work, and appro- 
| priates $10,000 to carry that into effect. As the 
| resolution has now come back, it is proposed to 
_ strike out the sum of $10,000 and insert $500,(00. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. The original resolution was 
| merely temporary. My opimion is, that if we con- 
| tinue the work at all, if it be not abandoned e0- 
tirely, now is the best time for these men to g0 0! 
with the work. There cannot be a better season 
than the present; and surely, if it is not entirely © 
be given up, we ought to pass this resolution. 
| The work kas been neglected long enough. The 
| is my view of the matter, and I have no other 
| object in passing it now. As it is tg be acted 
| upon, I presume, sooner or later, and as this 's 
only half the amount which the Executive calls 
for, I take it for granted we may as well adopt the 
resolution now. I understand the question has 
| been long and earnestly debated in the House 0 
| Representatives, and after having been thus mé- 
‘turely deliberated upon, it has been passed 1” the 
| shape in which it now comes before the Senate. 
| Mr. BORLAND. I am aware, Mr. President, 
| that in rising to say anything on the side of ths 
| question which I feel oid to occupy, | om 
myself ina very ungracious attitude before “ 
'| Senate—certainly before the galleries, which, to * 
| great extent, are made parties, deeply-interest 
parties, to this bill and its discussion. 


| 


What is the amount in the 


| 


| 
} 
| 
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And, sir, if I were to consult my feelings and 
.omfort—— 
1 nek. And the galleries. é 
Mr. BORLAND. Yes, sir, and the galleries, I 
ould now be silent. . 
ve for two weeks past I have been beset daily | 
“i "way to and from the Capitol, not by per- | 
on my ivocating the great interests of the coun- | 
-” ie passage-of this bill on account of any 
ty oublic necessity, but by those who—from 
> siderations of personal interest, and in whose 
ines and wants | most deeply sympathize— | 
yor passage as furnishing hime employment. 
ure te in effect, calling upon Congress to convert | 
‘Government, in the administration of the pub- | 
ie funds, into a great national almshouse, and by 
direct appropriations from the Treasury, to take | 
care of the poor—to feed the hungry, to clothe the | 
naked. Now, Mr. President, on the score of chari- 
‘y—while I have no professions to make—it is due 
a myself, on this occasion, to say that I believe 
my heart is as warm, and my sympathies as deep 
and as strong for the poor and the suffering, as 
those of any advocate of this bill; and I trust lam 
prepared to go as far as any other man, inextending 
ali the aid in my power to those who need assist- 


ance. . “tr : 
| have manifested a disposition, upon this floor, to | 


oo as far as the most liberal sense of public duty 
will permit for all objects of real merit. Sir, as 
you know, I have been charged here with a lib- 
erality amounting to extravagance. 

it has been said, that the course I have advo- 
cated in regard to certain measures would bank- 
rupt the Government, if carried out. Sir, what 
were those measures to which I refer, and which. 
it was said, if carried out, would bankrupt the 
Government? They were bills for the relief of 
the widows and orphans of the gallant men who 
have fallen in fighting the battles of our coun- 
try; bills to give them the poor pittance of some | 
eizht dollars a month, to supply to them some | 
pretence—and a mere pretence it was—as a sub- | 
stitute for those means of living which the service 
of the country had taken from them, in taking | 


| 


away, to return no more, their husbands and their || 


fathers. For advocating such measures as these | 
[have been charged with extravagance, with ad- 
vocating a policy which would ceeeree the Gov- 
ernment. Sir, to the extent to which I have gone 
before in support of measures such as these I will 

o again, and even further, if necessary; because 
in them, and the whole length their policy would 
carry us, | see no sound principle violated and no | 
cause to fear injury to any legitimate interest. 
The idea of Government bankrupt from such a 
policy is, in my opinion, preposterous. It is not 
in giving to these widows and orphans the paltry 
sums of eight dollars a month that we will do this 
mischief. It is not by means like these, small in 
their actual amount and limited by the class to 
which they belong, that we are to bring about the 
evils of heavy taxation and extravagant appropri- 
ations of the public money. Sir, Ll think the Con- 
stitution and our duty, as men and as legislators, 
upon considerations of sound policy, not only per- | 
mit but require us to make such appropriations as 
I have mentioned, and to make them liberally. I 
will not go into the reasons now which lead me to 
that conclusion. 

But, Mr. President, I come now to ask, what 
consideration of public policy, what important or 
pressing public interest, what public necessity re- 
quires this appropriation of half a million of dol- 
lars? And especially do I desire to understand 





the reasons which induce its advocates to ask its | 


passage upon such short notice; to press it upon us 
insuch hot haste; to seek to avoid even the usual, 


the regular, and, in my opinion, the very necessary | 


and proper reference of it to the appropriate com- 
mittee? Sir, the consideration of this subject is 
sprung upon us this morning unexpectedly, and, as 
I think, in a most extraordinary manner. For my- 
self, although I have been thinking of it since I 
heard of its passage in the House on Saturday 
last, it has been only in a general way, and lam 
hot prepared, on the spur of the moment, with the 
facts which belong to and the considerations which 
grow out of it, in a way to do justice to the sub- 
jector my own views. But compelled, as [ am, 
‘o speak—if I speak at all, with my thoughts thus 


crude and unarranged, I shall still speak plainly | 


what [ do think, and as briefly as I can. 


Mr. President, I will not now go into the ques- /| fess that this astonished me. But, sir, the next !' 


THE 


Even, sir, in my legislative capacity, I think || 





| tion as to whether this extension of the public 
| buildings be necessary and proper or not. ButI 

think it could be clearly shown by any one who 
| would take the trouble to investigate it, that it is 

neither propernor necessary. It has been said, I 
| know, that the Chambers of the two Houses of 
| Congress are not large enough. Now, | appeal to 
| every one who hears me if there is any foundation, 


|| in fact, for such a position? Whoever will look 


| around him will find, [ think, the Chamber is not 


|| only large enough now, but likely to be so for 


years tocome. And even if they are not, orshall 
not be, there is room enough within the outside 
| walls of this Capitol which, with a comparatively 
small appropriation of money, could be so dis- 
| posed of as to enlarge the rooms and improve 
their construction to an extent which would be 
ample, commodious, and comfortable for both 
Houses, with all their increase and all our officers, 
for the next fifty years. That this is so, and sus- 
ceptible of demonstration, I cannot question, un- 
| less I reject the evidence of my senses. 

But, sir, suppose, for the argument, that this 
extension of the Capitol is now required, how is it 
to be done; how has it been done: how has the 
plan adopted been so far executed; how has the 
money heretofore appropriated been used? I do 
not undertake to say that this money has been 
improperly expended But can any one upon this 


|| floor tell me how it has been used? Do we know 


| thgt it has been faithfully, properly, and econom- 
ically exrended for the purpose to which it was 
appropriated? Sir, lam notan architect; | am not 
| a stone-mason, nor a builder; but I think T have 
| seen enough of the manner in which building is 
usually carried on to authorize me in saying, from 
what I have also seen of this, that no private man 
in this country, not a member of this body, who, 
with the means of building for himself, would ever 
permit work to be done for him, and at his cost, 
as this has been done. I say not this now of the 
quality of the work, but of the mode in which it 
has been done. I have, in passing through the 
grounds, sir, been unable to avoid seeing the man- 
ner in which this work has been carried on; and 
I do not hesitate to express the opinion that it 
must have been at an expense from five to ten 
times as great as any prudent private individual 
would have incurred in the same quantity and 
kind of work on his own account. 

And now, a word as to the quality of the work. 
As I said, I am not an architect, nor a stone ma- 
son, and, therefore, have not made a thorough 
examination of this point; so I do not undertake 
to say positively that this work has not been done 
faithfully, and in a workmanlike manner. But | 
there is some reason for believing that it has not 
been. This we do know—a committee of the 
House of Representatives has been appointed to 
examine and report whether it be so or not. I 
have been told, on several occasions, that that 
committee was satisfied that the work was well 
done; had ceased their examinations, and aban- 
doned their opposition to. the progress of the 
work. I am authorized to say that this is not the 
case. Itso happens that I am on terms of person- 
al intimacy with the chairman of that committee, 





|| and 1 learn from him that so far from being satis- 


fied with the work, the very reverse is true; and he 
is convinced that the apprehensioris which led to 
the investigation are founded in fact; that from 
actual examination he does not hesitate to pro- 
nounce the work unfaithfully and badly done; 
that the foundations are not built of materials, or 


secure for the edifice to be raised upon them. 

|| Mr. MANGUM. Who is the chairman of 
\| that committee ? 

| Mr. BORLAND. Mr. MeNair, of Pennsyl- 
| vania. In the candor and fairness of that gentle- 
| man I have entire confidence: and for his judg- 
| ment I have great respect. He may be wrong; 
| but I understand that a majority of the commit- 





| 
} 


|| tee agree with him fully. I learn from him that 
they wereutterly amazed when the 
amine the work, and found of what miserable 
stuff it consisted. And permit me to say that I 

|| have some knowledge upon this point from my 
‘| own personal observation. ‘When my attention 
was called to it, as I was passing a portion of the 
wall, I, with the toe of my boot, pushed out from 
between the stones portions of the mortar, after 
|| the work had been standing for months. I con- 


} 
} 
} 


} 
| 
i} 
i 
| 
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morning I saw what was not less significant. I[ 
found some of the workmen, trowel in hand, 
scraping out that portion of the mortar I had tested 
with my boot toe, and replacing it with new mortar. 
How it may be in the interior of the wall I do not 
pretend to know. Thatis what | found on the sur- 
face. But Llearn from the committee that they found 
several portions of the wall filled in with loose 
sand, and mortar with littl or no tenacity; and 
that there are no girders or binders as they are 
called; so that the work, thus imperfectly done, 
is liable to be crushed down by the immense 
weight which, if it progresses, must be placed 
upon it. Now these are statements of gentlemen 
in whose integrity I have perfect confidence, and 
for whose judgment I have very great respect. 

Again, sir, ( have learned that the stone of 
which these foundations have been built, has not 
been subjected to that preparatory test which is 

customary among builders to determine its capa- 
bility to sustain the almost countless tons of weight 
to be piled upon it. And I have never heard the 
statement contradicted, although it has been made 
long ago. Moreover, it isalso sid that this stone 
has been procured from a condemned and rejected 
quarry—that its use was undertaken for the 
foundation of the Washington Monument, but 
being found not to stand the test of strength, it was 
rejected. These are important points. I may be 
misinformed upon them. If so, 1 desire correct 
information, and will be obliged to any gentleman 
who will give it to me. . 

Such, then, lam left to believe, is the result 
now before us; such the material, and such the 
manner in which it has been worked up into 
what is called the foundations of ghe exten- 
sion of the Capitol, for which we have already 
paid $100,000. Is the work worth the money? | 
do not think itis. From the best information | 
have been able to obtain, and to which I have 
alluded, it is not only not worth what we have 
already paid for it, but, if received and adopted as 
the foundation upon which the superstructure is to 
be raised, it will be a dead loss in itself, and will 
occasion the loss of the millions besides which we 
shall be called upon to expend in raising that super- 
structure; for, by the time, or before, the topmost 
stone shall have been set in its place, the whole 
structure, unsubstantial and insecure in its founda- 
tions—a house built upon the sand, crushed down 
with its own weight, like those frail edifices built 
for speculation in some of the northern towns, of 
which we frequently read accounts—will tumble to 
the ground, forming at once a monument of ruins 
to the genius of corruption, and a mausoleum to 
its dupes. 

Sir, will or can any one tell me of the manner 
in which the $100,000 we have heretofore appro- 

yriated has been dispensed by and to its recipients? 

have been told—if incorrectly, I hope some one 
will set me right—that the whole of this amount 
has been paid out of the Treasury, in sums vary- 
ing from $5,000 to $20,000, upon the simple order, 
without the usual vouchers, of the architect-—e# new 
officer of our Government, not known, that I am 
aware, to the Constitution or the laws—a sort of 
presidential creation—and sustaining to Congress 


'no relations of personal or official responsibility 


| whatever. And these sums—embracing, in the 


| put together in such manner as to be safe and | 


came to ex- | 


aggregate, the whole amount of the appropriation, 
drawn upon this simple order of the architect, 
without vouchers, except such as he may choose 
to furnish after the expenditure—are dispensed at 
his will and discretion ! 

And now, sir, it is proposed by this resolution, 
hastily, withoutnotice, without investigation, with- 
outeven permitting a committee to examine it, to 
put five times as much as at first—half a million of 
dollars—in the same hands, for a similar purpose; 
indeed, a continuation of the very same work, and 
to be dispensed in the very same way. 

Mr. BADGER. Will my friend from Arkan- 
sas allow me? 

Mr. BORLAND. Certainly. 

Mr. BADGER. My friend from Arkansas is, 
no doubt, correct in saying that the money is 
called for upon the draft or order of the architect, 
and the reason is, that the act of Congress directed 
the money to be employed in erecting these wings 
to be disbursed by the superintendent of the work. 
The money is drawn out of the Treasury in the 
same way that all other money is drawn out, and 
is accounted for in precisely the same way. 

Mr. BORLAND. Well, sir, I am very glad to 
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| These opposite opinions, as to th 
| our system of government, which I h 


} 


hear that accuracy and propriety have been ob- || with certain Senators upon this floor, and with 
served in the expenditure of this money. If my || certain school of politicians throughout the coun- 


Ty 
| 


15, 


a, 
© tendeney o¢ 


friend from North Carolina states this as a fact, 
within his own knowledge, I will take it as set- 
tling that part of the question. 

Mr. BADGER. 


understood it to be so. 


Mr. BORLAND. And I haveunderstood it to || 
I repeat, if my friend from | 
North Carolina would state this as a fact within his | 


be quite the contrary. 


own knowledge, I would rely upon it. But being 


stated asa mere matter of opinion, based upon | 


what he has heard, he must excuse meif I cannot 
take his opinion instead of my own, when mine is 
based upon what I consider reliable information. 
Mr. BADGER. I think the difficulty of my 
friend is, that he does not understand the ordinary 
mode in which money is drawn in pursuance of an 
order of this kind. Congress appropriates money 
to be applied for a particular purpose, under the 
direction of the person appointed with that view. 
He is the agent to whom Congress has intrusted 
this business. He draws the money at once. He 
does not take vouchers before expending the 
money; he draws from time to time, and settles 
with tie vouchers. That is the usual course. All 


I know about it is, that the act of Congress au- | 


thorizes the expenditure of this money, which 


was Ee last Congress, by the architect | 


whom the President shall select for carrying no 
the work. We made him our officer or agent to 
disburse this appropriation. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hope it is all true. I am 
not well informed on this matter, as my friend 
very rightly supposes, I am, to a considerable 
extent, igMrant of the details of the expenditure 
of the public money; and I am thankful, always, 
when a friend will inform me. But, sir, it is for 
that very reason, if there was no other, that I am 
particular on this occasion, and desire that this 
matter shall be put in such a form, and made so 
clear and intelligible, that even one so dull as my- 
self may understand it, &nd that the people may 
know how their money is expended. That I do 
not and eannot understand these things, is what I 
complain of—it is an important part of my objec- 
tion to this resolution. If our legislation be, as it 
seems to have been in this case, obscure in its 
terms, loose in its provisions, and fails to impose 
sufficient safeguards and restrictions around our 


moneyed expenditures to make them safe, and | 


faithful, and economical, I think it is high time 
that we should change its character, and bring 
those expenditures alike within safe bounds, and 


within our own knowledge; for until we do so, to | 


say the least of it, we not only are not, but cannot 
be as careful in the discharge of these duties we 
are sent here to perform, as we should be. 

Now, sir, with all these things staring me in the 


face, whatever may be my feelings of sympathy | 
for the laboring men who have been brought here | 


to work upon the Capitol, and who now throng 
the galleries-for effect—whatever may be my de- 
sire to see them provided with work, and supplied 
with the means of a comfortable subsistence, | 
cannot give my vote for this large, and, as I regard 
it, unnecessary and improper appropriation. 

But, Mr. President, these, in themselves, are 
small things we have been considering—the mere 
incidents and indications of larger, vastly larger, 
and more important considerations which lie en- 
tirely above and beyond this resolution, and the 


particular object to which, upon its face, it is di- | 


rected. The resolution, With its immediate ob- 
ject, is part of a system-—a small part, I admit, 
but yet no less a part, and, though small in itself, 
a very sighificant part of a system of measures, 
which, in my humble opinion, involve the funda- 
mental principles of our G 


depends the weal or woe of this Union, in all time 


to come. Although, therefore, [ entertain, and 
have sought to show serious and insuperable ob- 


the humble, but significant, and, perhaps, because 


representative. 


Sir, there is no concealing or avoiding the fact || 
that the dangerous tendency of our system of gov- | 


ernment, is that towards centralism and consolida- 
tien. 


I do not know it; but I have 


sovernment, and upon the | 
practical interpretation and observance of which, 


et || and efficiency. 
small and insidious, the more dangerous type and | 


try, to carry them in the very opposite direction 


from that in which I would be glad to see them 
go, and, as I think, the good of this country re- 
quires them to go. I know full well that those 
Senators and that school of politicians to which 
I allude, and of which they are the honored lead- 
ers, need no other and no stronger argument 
to induce them to support any measure than the 
proof that it ministers to that tendency I have 


mentioned—to concentrate and consolidate power | 


here in this Federal head, at the expense of the 
sovereignty, the independence, the rights, and 
legitimate power of the several States. It is not, 
therefore, in the vain hope of inducing them to 


abandon the resolution, that I have characterized | 


it as representative of that Federal system; by 
no means, sir; for I well know that they will vote 
for it to a man. That is a foregone conclusion. 
But, sir, I so characterized it and commented 


upon it, for the purpose—the legitimate purpose, | 


I trust—of marking the position of the political 


| party, the Democratic party, to which I belong, in 
| opposition to centralism and consolidation, and 
| the obligation we recognize to oppose all measures 


which are attainted of that tendency—to avoid 


| them as unclean,unholy, and dangerous things— 
|; to meet them at the threshold, and resist them 
| by all lawful means, at all hazards, and to the 
|| last extremity. % 


In my opinion, there is no danger of a dissolu- 


| tion of this Union, or destruction of the Govern- 
| ment, by a flying off of any of its parts. The 
| tegdency is centripetal, and therein lies the danger. 
| The sources of this danger consist in the tendency 


of power, wherever it may be found, whetherin the 


| hands of individuals or governments, to cumulate | 
| itself and strengthen its own functions, 


ning with the Government, this tendency has been 
manifested, and, with occasional 
slowly, but in my opinion, surely been increasing 
down to the present hour. An instance of it is 


seen whenever and wherever a power is exercised | 
If, I re- | 
peat, this Union of States shall ever be destroyed, | 
Overriding the Constitu- | 
tion, disregarding rights and crushing interests, it | 


which the Constitution has not granted. 
this will be the cause. 


will ultimately grasp and absorb all the functions 


of all the governments, State and Federal. Tower- | 
ing up as a great central power, it will overshadow | 
the States, and swallow up their sovereignty; and | 
then nothing of Union will be left but its name, | 


while one great consolidated despotism will fill its 
place. 
to it then? In this way, if ever, this Union may 
be, not dissolved, but consolidated and destroyed. 
It may ‘‘ grow to a pleurisy, and die of its own too 
much,’’ 


Upon one occasion—and itjJs my wont upon all | 


suitable occasions—I was advocating an extension 


of our possessions—aye, sir, an acquisition of | 
more territory, believing it to be the best, the | 
, most practicable, and the most. certain means of 
giving legitimate strength, and tending to insure | 


perpetuity to our system of government, by en- 


| couraging the increase in the number of States, 


which, by their separate and diversified interests, 
will form the best, perhaps the only effective 
counterpoise to the controlling tendency of the 
federal power. While doing this, I was inter- 


| rupted by a gentleman of the opposite school of 


politics, with this remark: ‘* Sir, if we extend our 
limits as far as you propose, the central fire will 


| not be able to warm the circumference of our sys- 
| tem of government.”’ 
| what I wish to accomplish. 


And that, I replied, is just 
I want no ‘* central 
fire’? which shall have power to extend its heat 
to the cireumference of oursystem. I want each 


| State to furnish its own fire; and that of each | 
| uniting with the other, and throwing here upon || 


the center a focus of rays of light and heat, give 


nav serio ) | that degree of genial warmth and vitality, and no 
jections to the resolution itself, I have availed of || 


it, mainly, for the occasion it afforded of express- | 
ing my views of the great system of which it is | 


more, which may enable this center to perform its 
legitimate functions, which, I think, are few and 
well defined, with a healthy but not excessive vigor 
For, I added, should this natural 
and lawful order ever be reversed, and the central 
fire become so intense as_ to send its stimulating 


rays to the circumference, it would be but a little | 
| while before a general conflagration would ensue, | 
" ’ h | from being consumed in which no earthly power |) 
I well know, sir, that in asserting this, I || could save our rights, our liberties, and our hap- || 


but suggest an argument which is ever potential |! piness. 


I] . : ae 
} to delineate, do, in my opinion, charact 


Begin- | 


checks, has | 


Who will love, and venerate, and adhere | 


ave attempted 
erize the 
try, and 
m. 


: o or obliterate 4), 
line I have drawn, and political parties, as distin 


|| guished by principles, cease to exist, 
| always stood upon the Democratic side 
'| line, and my course has ever been away f; 
|| center, I trifst never to see those opinions fens 
into each other, and loose their distinctive and a 
|| tagonistic characters. I trust never to see 4. 

| line of demarcation between the Democrati. » 
|| Whig parties obliterated. Keep those opyog;,, 
|| opinions clearly and accurately enunciated: |e. 
that line well defined and deeply drawn, ana y,. 
|| parties they divide boldly arrayed against eq, 
|| other, and my faith in truth is such that | gh9 
|| have no fears for her success in the conflict s), 
|| is fated to wage with error. ay 
And the next great fact, connected with the firs, 
|I have dwelt upon, and which can no more be 
|| concealed, avoided, or disregarded, than the firs: 
|| is, that the most facile and fearful instrumentalixy 
|| of the fearful centralism I have mentioned { 
federal patronage, in the protean shapes of lar, 
|| moneyed expenditures. And, in view of this, why, 
|is more palpable to our daily observation, wha: 


two great political parties of the coun 
| draw the line of separation between the 
_ these opposite opinions into one, 


| 
} 
I have 
Of this 


‘OM the 


|more painfully impressed upon every patriot’s 

|| convictions, at every turn of the federal kaleido. 

|| scope, here at this well-spring of—I will not, fo, 

| decency’s sake, say corruption, but—intrigue, and 

| arrangement, than that this malign, I had almos, 

| said, this obscene, instrumentality, this very Jyp. 
gernaut of political morality, is rapidly augment. 
ing its power? Who does not see, whio is not 
made to feel, in some way or other, that this is so 
He who cannot see it, has, in my opinion, already 
fallen under the curse of ‘* judicial blindnéss,” 
He who will not see it—I will not say what has 
befallen him. 

‘Turn back a few pages of the political history 
of this Government—only as far back as 1839 
Then, with an expensive war on hand, the cou 
try thought the Government not only extravagant, 
but profligate; and not only censured, but repudi. 
ated and hurled. from power the Administration, 
because the annual expenditure was $39,000,000, 
one third of which, or about $13,000,000, was con- 
sumed in that war! Since then, sir, only thirtee 
years, the expenditures have run up to the enor 
mous sum of $52,000,000! and that, too, in a year 
of profound peace with * all the world and the res 
of mankind.’’ And yet, who talks now of ex- 
travagance? Who arrays himself against this 
great and growing evil? Who raises his voi 
against its present enormity? Who puts forth 
his hand to stay its further and fearful progress’ 
Mr. President, I have listened long and earn- 
estly for the sound of that voice. I have watched 
anxiously and with interest, to see that hand raised 
I wished it to be, I hoped it would be, a voice of 
sufficient depth and compass to be heard, likes 
trumpet in battle, from one extremity of our lines 
to the other, rousing the sluggard, nerving \ 

'| timid, pushing on the brave to deeds of noble dar- 
‘|}ing. I desired it to be, and [ trusted it would be, 
'|a hand of sufficient strength, at once to strike 
|| down the ranks of the enemy, but, within our own 
1 lines, to ‘¢ drag up drowned honor by the locks. 
|| But, sir, I have listened, I have watched in van. 
|| I had hoped that ‘* some older and better soldier 
| than myself would have waged this battle for tie 
| right. I have hoped in vain. Alas, sir, my vol 
is not loud, and my hand is not strong. And whi! 
|| I well know that I am not by age, service, or /0! 
| tion, entitled to take a prominent position, and ¢s 
| pecially not authorized to speak for the great par'y 
of which I am an humble member, and may, eve" 
|| for what I have said, be deemed by some pre 
|| sumptuous; nevertheless, a sense of duty to = 
||, self at least, and my own position, has impelles 
|| me to seize this occasion to give ‘a reason '! 
_ the faith that is in me.” 
|| Lam aware, sir, that many, perhaps all, who are 
here, belonging to the same party as myself. = 
been silent, because they consider the subject | 
have examined too small to furnish an occasic® 
for them. Sir, the other day, when, by a simp" 
resolution, this body appropriated $5,000 out 0 
the contingent fund, for an object which at bes 
was questionable, and I raised my voice — 
| it, as in my opinion, disregarding the Consutuuer 
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sual forms of law, I was told it was too 
«mall a matter to raise objectionson. Sir, on that 
‘masion, as upon this, I contended for a principle 
hich is of the same character and force and ob- 
ye on, whether it be involved in the appropria- 


>» of $59,000 or $5,000,000, or every dollar in the 
Treasury: ‘ a al i 
{nd now, Mr. President, in view of all I have 
aid, {have some questions to ask, and I trust 1 
shall not be deemed too presumptuous in —; 
‘hem. 1 do not put them to our Whig friends. 
ow they are immovable, by anything I can say, 
, such asubject. But I put them to the Democrats. 
That the evil tendency I have described is in 
oeration and activ ely at work, there is no doubt, 


x 


j jus 
. ifs power augmenting every day. 

What, then, | ask, is the position, the duty, 

} the responsibilit 
before the country ? 


The people of the country 


rave already asked these questions, and in their | 

vn minds, doubtless, have determined what the | 
answers should be. In my opinion, it is high time | 
shat we, too, were addressing ourselves to the | 


sysiness of answering them—notin words merely, 
xinaction. Wehave pledged ourselves to them, 
on certain doctrines, and they have sent us here 
as the exponents of their principles, and the guar- 
jians of their resulting rights and interests. 
y a course of action, therefore, in practical legis- 
ition that we are to redeem our pledge and justify 
their confidence. [ repeat the question—what is 
e position of the Democratic party before the 
country ?——-what are its duties and responsibili- 
ties? 
\ short time since, there was before the country, 
and occupying the minds of the people, a most 


exciting subject; and out of that grew an issue— | 


in my opinion, an illegitimate issue. The storms 
of agitation which were raised upon that, have 
now, inagreat measure, subsided ; leaving the time- 
honored, and trial-tested principles and doctrines 
of Democracy alike unimpaired in their integri- 
ty and strength, and strikingly triumphant in the 
general policy of the country, as claimed by our 
own party, as conceded (per force, doubtless) b 
the Whigs, and admitted by all, in theory. It ink 
the present time, thetefore, is peculiarly propiti- 
ous for an effort, a united, and earnest, and vig- 
orous effort on our part, to make the administra- 
tion ef the Government, in all its branches, con- 
form in practice to what we hold to be the theory 
of its principles. Not only is the time ee 
for such an effort, but, in my opinion, 1s filled: to 
repletion with those circumstances and considera- 
tions which not only require it at our hands as a 
duty, but will make its success both certain and 
brilliant. This effort must consist in a grand rally 
in opposition to the general evil tendency of the 
Government, | have delineated—centralism; and di- 
rected particularly against that prominent element 
of it, now so actively in operation—the extravagant 
expenditure of the public money. Upon the issue 
thus to be raised, [ doubt not we can unite not 
only all Democrats, but, leaving politicians out of 
view, the masses of honest men of every party. 
And what will, what must, be the result? I un- 
hesitatingly answer—an overwhelming majority, 
of course, in our favor! Who can doubt it? 
While the sportsmen, of whatever sect or profes- 
sion, although somewhat formidable in numbers, 
activity, and concentration of forces, will stand 
revealed, exposed, and powerless for harm. 

Mr. President, not only are our principles in 
the ascendant throughout the country, but we 
have a decided and acknowledged majority in both 
Houses of Congress, And yet, sir, what do our 
opponents tell us? 
of this Whig Administration flout in our very 
faces? Sir, they tell us that we are not true to 
our professions; that, with all our numerical 


strength in the halls of Congress, we tremble in | 


our shoes, and dare not array ourselves against 
the policy of the Whig Executive at the other end 
of the avenue. 
claimed to be a fact—that we are dependent upon 
« Whig President and Cabinet for our policy—a 
Pokey, too, that, in a time of profound peace, has 


run the moneyed expenditures of thisGovernment | 


Up to $52,000,000 a year! If we submit longer 


o this, how are we placed before the country ? | 


d 
Will it | 


Will it not be an abandonment of the high 
we have heretofore occupied as a party? 
hot be tantamount to a confession that we have 


THE 


tas little that its means are accumulating, | 


of the Democratic party | 


It is | 


What does the official organ | 


We are taunted with what is | 




































































































| not been governed by principle ourselves, and || 
| have been unfair in charging want of principle 
upon our opponents? 

In view of all this, I will ask any Democrat, 
when he goes before the country in the contest 
| for which all of us are so busily girding ourselves, 
now what issue will he arraign his Whig oppo- 
nent upon? Upon what ground will he say we 
must put the Whigs out of power—that the inter- 
est of the country requires that they should no 
longer hold the helm? What will lie say when 
the Whig rises up and demands, ‘‘upon what 
issue?”? Oh, sir, this will be a posing question 

to him who has to answer it for his party, unless 
we, by our action here, give him a better answer 
than I fear he can derive from our present attitude. 
|| Sir, if we would fight the battle ourselves, or en- 
able our friends to do it for us, we must no longer 
sit quietly and humbly here, and slavishly legislate 
in obedience to estimate-deerees of the Whig Fed- 
eral head at the other end of the avenue. 

Mr. President, the theater upon which it is my 
fortune to play my part at home, compared with 
that of other Senators, is limited in extent. My 
State is sparsely populated. We have but four 
electoral votes. Yet so strong is the sense of po- 
litical responsibility that I feel, that 1 am as anx- 
ious to place myself, as the representative of my 
party at home, right upon the record, and stand 
before my constituents upon the true Democratic 
platform in practice as well as theory, as if we 
gave four hundred votes instead of four. 

Sir, 1 repeat, that if we expect Democratic can- 
didates for elector or any other position in the 
party to go fairly before the people and fight our 
battles successfully, we must, not in profession, 
but by our action here, give them ground to stand 
on, and something to say. If we do not, we will 
be beaten; and worse than that, we will deserve 
to be beaten. 

All the great political battles of the country, 
from the foundation of our Government, have 
been fought upon the same general issue that | 

| | now suggest. Talk about specific or other is- | 

| sues as you may, they all resolve themselves into 

this in the end. It is the fundamental issue of 
them all. Why, for instance, did you oppose a 

| protective tariff? Was it not because, first, it op- 

| erated unequally upon different sections of the 

country and different industrial pursuits, but 

mainly because it was supposed to raise too 

'much revenue, which, engendering extravagant | 

| expenditures, would corrupt the Government and 
all its dependencies by means of large patronage 

| which does not bless, but actually curses, those | 

| who give as well as those who receive? I have 

| never found «a Democrat to dispute this with me. 

| Have I not a right, then, as a Democrat, to ask | 

| of you, as Democrats, to stand up in practice 
to our professions? The people will hold us to 
this responsibility. ‘There is only one way in 
which we can meet it properly and successfully. 

| I think I have indicated that with sufficient clear- 

| ness. q 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would ask the honorable 
Senator to give way for a moment. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iwill have done in a mo- 
ment. Mr. President, when we find one of these 

| large appropriations, placing money uncondition- 
ally at the disposal of a political opponent of a 


a 


vestigation. 
advocating this course, have not investigated this 
particular matter; but they ought to remember that 
if they have done so, there may be others who 
| have not. One of these 
Mr. CLARKE. If the honorable Senator will 
‘allow me one moment. I desire to move to post- 





row. It is one of very = importance. The 
honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. a it 
is well. known, was entitled to the floor to-day 
upon another subject. The time is passing away, 
and it will be almost es for him to occupy 
it. The bill, upon which he proposes to speak, is 
a great and important one, and of very essential 
consequence to many gentlemen in the Senate. I, | 
therefore, with the Senator’s leave, will move to 
| postpone the further consideration of this subject. 
me to be heard upon it as does the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina. If the debate goes 
on, the day will be consumed by it; and I therefore 
| appeal to the Senate that it is due, in courtesy to 





of the two Houses of Congress, we find | 
also a disposition to vote upon them without in- | 
I do not say, that Senators who are | 


| pone the consideration of this subject until to-mor- | 
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the Senator from Michigan, that the postponement 
should take place, in order to give him an oppor- 
tunity to speak to-day. We all must know that 
this subject has been unexpectedly sprung upon 
us at this time; I move, therefore, that its further 
consideration be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. BORLAND. I whl agree to what the 
Senator says; but permit me tosay why. [tis 
known to the Senate that [ did not willingly en- 
gage in this discussion. I did not wish the reso- 
lution to be taken up for consideration to-day; but 
it was taken up and its immediate passage called 
for. I was opposed to it; and I felt that if I did 
not make my opposition then, there would be 
no opportunity for me to do so. I was unwil 
ling that the vote should be taken, before ! ex- 
pressed my views upon the subject. No one is 
more anxious to hear the Senator from Michigan 
than Iam; no one will listen to him with more 
pleasure; no one feels a greater desire for the pas- 
sage of the bill he proposes to advocate. I will 
have accomplished the object which I have in view 
by agreeing with the Senator from Rhode Island in 
having this postponed. It is what I desired at 
first; I, therefore, am accommodated now. 

Mr. MANGUM. I am not disposed to inte: 
pose any obstacle to hearing the Senator from 
Michigan. Will the Chair be so obliging as to 
inform me what was the motion pending before 
the last one was made? 

The PRESIDENT. ‘There was motion 
The question under consideration was as to con 
curring with the amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the joint resolution. The motion 
is now made to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. The question upon which 
the Senator from Michigan desires to speak is the 
Iowa land bill? 

The PRESIDENT. 
special order. 

Mr. MANGUM. I had very much hoped that 
that bill would have been brought to a conclusion 
to-morrow. Iam rather unwilling to occupy the 
time of the Senate on the subject now before us, 
but so many remarks have been made, by the 
Senator from Arkansas, not immediately rele 
vant—immediately, | say—to the question, that I 
feel inclined to offer a very few remarks myself. 

Mr. CASS. I will observe that, as to my going 
on to-day, it is a matter of perfect indifference to 
me. What little I have to say, | can say ina very 
short time. 1 am prepared to do as the Senate 

leases. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope we will have a vote 
to-morrow on the Iowa bill. I will sit until twelve 
o’clock at night to get a vote, and it is the only 
way you can get it. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
North Carolina understand that the motion is to 
postpone the joint resolution now before the Sen 
ate, until to-morrow ? 

Mr. MANGUM. 
is the question. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I understood the Senator 
from Arkansas to give way for the purpose of per- 
mitting the motion to be made to postpone. If 
the debate goes on, he is entitled to the floor still 

Mr. MANGUM. The Senator from Arkansas 
yielded the floor. 

Mr. BORLAND, I yielded it only to have that 
motion made. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I hope the joint resolution 
will be postponed until to-morrow. When I made 
the motion to take it up, I had no idea that it 
would occupy fifteen minutes. I certainly should 
not -have made that motion, if I had thought it 
would occupy the time itis likely to occupy. I 
wish it now by all means to give way to the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, and | ask my friend from 
North Carolina to give way for that purpose, 

Mr. MANGUM. I will interpose no obstacie 
to hearing the Senator from Michigen. 

Mr. BORLAND. It is true, as was stated, 
that I gave way to a motion to postpone, and not 
for any other purpose. I did it as an act of cour- 
tesy. The question is not postponed; and | un- 
derstand that if one who is speaking yields the 
floor for a particular motion, and that motion is 
not’agreed to, he goes on with the subject-matter 
of his remarks, and continues the debate. 

The PRESIDENT. Strictly speaking, that is 
not the case. 

Mr. MANGUM. 


no 


Yes, sir; and it is the 


Yes, sir; I understand that 


I will repeat what I have 
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already stated, that I will interpose no obstacle to 
hearing the Senator from Michigan, and I will re- 
sume my seat after making a single remark or two, 
and touching a single point having no immediate 
relevancy to the bill under consideration. _ I have 
been greatly gratified to see a young Goliath step 
forth to endeavor to correct the practice of this 
Government. He is a member of the party which 
has entire control over the legislation of this body, 
and of the other House. I hope, sir, that the 
lecture which he has given his associates will pro- 
duce a good effect. I have believed, and I am 
sure you have believed, for a long time that the 
Government was far deparfing from its ancient 
principles and practices. But the Senator’s re- 
marks were unfortunately misapplied to the Whig 
head at the other end of theavenue.* Has the alle- 
gation or imputation been made thata cent has yet 
been expended which was not authorized and di- 
rected by an appropriation? IT have heard no such 
allegation—none such can be made. I hope that 
the Senator and his associates on his side of the 
Chamber will endeavor to see the Government re- 
stricted to economy, and retracted in its expenses 
to his favorite Jeffersonian.standard. I desire to 
see it. Why, sir, within my time—and I am yet 
a yourg man, as well as you, Mr. President, 
[laughter]—one Administration was put out of 
power for the immense ang monstrous expendi- 
ture of $13,000,000 a year. Under its successors 
the expenditures amounted to $39,000,000 or 
$40,000,000, and they have now run up to 
450,000,000. Whose fault is it? If we had a 
General Jackson here, who could control his 
troops, he would, in some degree, be responsible; 
but the case is different when we have a President 
whose political friends are in a minority in both 
branches of the Legislature. I hope my friend 
from Arkansas will bring to his assistance a suffi- 
cient number of the Democratic party to retract 
the Government to its ancient and economical 
practices. {[ have seen, or suspect I have seen, in 
the course of my service here, a little difference 
between profession and practice. Economy is a 
beautiful thing to be professed; it is a toy that 
tickles the ear of the farmer and the thrifty citi- 
zen in the country, who has a few pennies in his 
pocket, which he desires to keep from the grasp 
of rapacious office and job-seekers; they are not 
to be taken and paid for the bread of those who 
will not earn it. But let us seea little of the prac- 
tice. I hope the honorable Senator will bring up 
his troops. He isa young commander, but has 
had experience 

Mr. ATCHISON. TI call the honorable Sena- 
tor from North Carolina to order, in the first place, 
because he is making a speech, when the Senator 
from Arkansas has the floor, and in the second 
place, because he hag no right to advise the De- 
mocracy. [{Laughter.] 

The PR ESIDENT. The Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. Manevum] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. MANGUM. I will not attempt to do so 
absurd and useless a thing as to advise the great 
and wise and economical Democracy. I think that 
they will not learn wisdom from cavion, proceed- 
ing from such a quarter; yet it might not be wholly 
thrown away if they were to hear it and act upon 
it. T admit that, under the Democratic rule, the 
Government has run up to a degree of expendi- 
ture unexampled in ehe-himoty of the country. I 
am glad to see one stern, gallant, and intrepid 
man—though comparatively a young member— 
step forward and lecture his seniors. I hope they 
will profit by it. I hope the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States wil profit by it. I my 4 the people of 
the country will profit by it. Sir, [ have wit- 
nessed a great deal of this profession. I have re- 
cently heard of an eminent gentleman, who has 
my highest respect, a gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, saying that the Government ought to be 
brought back to the old Jeffersonian days. But 
when I looked at him mounted in his saddle, with 
his spurs on, ready to run the fext presidential 
race, [ thought that extravagance and spoils would 
distance him. I admit that the whole system is 
tending to corruption, and I fear it is ultimately 
to uproot the institutions of the country from its 
ancient principles. Extravagance can beat Econ- 
omy any day in a public race, The spoils, the 
$50,000,000 that are to go into the pockets of the 
office-seekers—seekers of jobs and all the et cetera 
—afford the means by which the public money can 
be taken from the public purse and be put into in- 


_ 








ter of course; things that are sustained by our | 
| Democratic friends everywhere; things that are 
| now passed as a matter of course, which, thirty | 


| thought in either branch of the Legislature. 


| I hope they will profit by his counsels. 
| Tcan, in a very: humble way, I 
| him. 
| so stern, so intrepid a man has been found who | 
| will come forward and lecture the evil-doers who 


| though, the lecture was wrongly applied, as re- 





| laws and Constitution, this country has not pro- 
| difced since the days of Washington. 
| not going into that now; 4 have no feeling for it || 
But I will ask the Senate to indulge me, || 
| on a future occasion, to review a few of the very 


| now. 


| Senate will indulge me on some convenient occa- 
| sion to review, atmore length, the excellent speech, 
| and still more excellent doctrines, of the Senator 


| He has represented me here as a Goliath. 


| long. 


| or lecturer of my party. 
in the ranks. i 





| 


| 


j 
i 
i 
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| tives and considerations which govern me, and to 
| express, not so much for Senators as for my con- 
| stituents—for I believe we all speak somewhat for 
| Buncombe—the ground upon which I stood, and 


Ps ' 
] dividual purses. Sir, youand J, though yet young 


men, have lived long enough to have witnessed an 
every day state of things that pass here as a mat- 


years ago, would not have received a second 


I commend the example and the advice of my 
friend from Arkansas to his Democratic brethren. 

I hope 
As far as 
j ' hope to put my 
shoulders to the wheel and cordially coéperate with 
I said I only wanted to express my gratifi- 
cation at the remarks of the honorable Senator, 
and to congratulate the Democracy that so gallant, 


the country will be benefited by them. 


have been squandering the public means. 


I think, 


gards the other end of the avenue. Any money 


that is paid out, is paid out under the warrantof law. || 
| [suppose my friend would not have the Executive 
|| do otherwise than that. 
| of the present Executive, any assumption of doubt- 
| ful power, any usurpation of power, anything that 
| exceeds the Constitution and statutes, cannot be 
| imputed to him, successfully at least. 


Whatever may be said 


A more 
abiding and subservient Administration to the 


But I am 


excellent propositions which have been thrown 
out by the Senator from Arkansas, and let us 
compare notes, running back thirty or forty years. 
It may be useful; for really we seem to have for- 
gotten, in the possession of power, as the Demo- 
cratic party is, in both branches of Congress, the 
point for which we set out. Weknow not where 
weare. We are upon the broad sea, under Dem- 
ocratic gales, which are blowing us whether upon 
rocks or quick-sands, | know not. Sir, I hardly 
think that those Democratic gales will bring the 
party into porton the next trial. I think we havea 
horse in training, which, if we put him in a good 
condition and have him well mounted, without too 
many officious grooms, will not only beat in the 
next presidential sweepstake any that may be 
brought to the post against him, but throw his 
competitor far behind even the distance flag. I 
give way that the honorable Senator from Michi- 
gan may proceed with his speech. I shall vote 
for the postponement of this subject. I hope the 








from Arkansas. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say one word, lest 
the remarks of the Senator from North Carolina, 
kindly intended, I have no doubt 

Mr. MANGUM. They were. 
respect for the Senator. 

Mr. BORLAND. —should place me in a false 
position before the country and before my party. 
I had 
rather, on this occasion, and on any other occa- | 
sion, occupy, as far as my humble ability would 
permit me, the position of David, who was a very 
small individual, and very feeble in himself, but | 
in whose hands, when inspired with truth, and | 
in a just cause, with his simple instrument of a | 


I have great 





sling, the pebble of truth was successful in strik- || 
| ing the Goliath of the enemy. 


I did not rise for 
the purpose of lecturing the party to which I be- 
My position in the country is too humble, 
and [T am too young a Senator, to undertake to 
stand up here and assume the position of a leader 
I am an humble soldier 
I simply rose-to speak of the mo- 


to show them that not only had I made these 
pledges, and fought the battle with them at home 
upon these principles, but that | have felt, as their 
representative, it my duty to fight the battle upon 
this more elevated and more extended field. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 





The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| right of way and making a grant 


| railroads in said State,.the pending 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
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| imous consent of the House to offer the follo 
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en 


Whole, the consideration of the bill Winnie 
of land to the 
“‘tlon of Certain 
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on the amendment of Mr. Unnerwoop being 


Mr. CASS roge and addressed the 
near an hour in favor of the bill, and w 
by Mr. DOWNS on the same side. 

Mr. BRODHEAD addressed the § 
the bill. 
ae speeches will be found in the 4 
ix.] 

After Mr. Bropueap concluded, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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State of Iowa to aid in the constry: 


Senate for 
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Ppen- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 15, 1859. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m, 
by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morgan. 
TheJournal of Saturday was read and approved 


The SPEAKER. The first business jy order jig 


Prayer 


| the call of the States for petitions. 


ADDITIONAL PAGES, 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


T ask the unan. 


C Wing 
resolution. 


It was read for information, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Doorkeeper of the House be author. 


| ized, with the consent of the Speaker, to appoint three ad. 
| ditional pages on the floor of the House. 


There was no objection, and the resolution was 


| introduced. 





| only sixty-two gentlemen. 
| have upon that basis a number in proportion to 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will state, with regard to 
this resolution, as it is one introduced by myself, 
that I have offered it for the purpose of faciliiatine 
the business of the House, and for the convenience 
of the members. There are but twelve pages on 
the floor of the House, under the existing resoly- 
tion; yet that number has to wait upon the two 
hundred and thirty-seven members and delecates 
in this House. To judge of this matter, on the 
grounds of necessity and economy, as we may 
do in some measure by reference to the state of 
things in the other branch of Congress, I will 
state that that body have eleven pages to wait upon 
Now, if we were to 


the number of gentlemen upon whom they have 
to wait, we should have forty-two pages upon this 
floor instead of twelve. I[ ask now whether, un- 
der this state of facts, it is unreasonable that this 
House should have fifteen pages? It is the expe- 
rience, at least, of those occupying the back seats, 
if not those upon the front seats, that they have 
very often to wait a quarter of an hour before they 
| can get a page to attend upon them, upon matters 
connected with the public business. It is very 
often even found necessary to send upon the busi- 
ness of the members one of the door-keepers who 
is placed to guard the entrance of this Hall. Un- 
der these circumstances, I believe that the resolu- 
| tion, increasing the number from twelve to fifteen, 
ought to be passed. [ call the previous question 
upon the passage of the resolution, and upon that 
motion demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kine, of 
New York, and Ciiveman were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 78, noes 28; no quorum voting. 

Several Mempers. Call the roll! , 

The SPEAKER. There is no rule by which 
the roll can be called in the House. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [ ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to present certain resolutions 
from the Legislature ef the State of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I should like 
to know what disposition has been made of the 
resolution. ; 

The SPEAKER. There can be no business 
transacted until it is ascertained that there \s & 

uorum present. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move tolay the 
resolution on the table, and upon that moton I 
call the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I would like to know how 
the gentleman from Tennessee can make that 
motion ? 

The SPEAKER. According to the regular or- 





|| der of proceeding, it must first be ascertain 


| whether there is a quorum. 
| {Cries of ** Recount!” * Recount!’’] 
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on SPEAKER. With unanimous consent 
ther count may be had. 
where was no objection, and the tellers again 
ir places. 
a vation was again taken, and the tellers 
ported—ayes 106, noes 25. 

So the previous question received a second; and 
he main question was then ordered to be put. 
“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I now move to 
py the resolution on the table, and upon that mo- 
cS | demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I beg to ask 
ne gentleman from ‘Tennessee whether there is 
any difference between voting against the passage 
f the resolution, and voting to lay it upon the 
table ? Let him call the yeas and nays upon the 
assage of the resolution, if he desires them. 

P Mr. JONES. I have no objection to that. If 
the gentleman desires it, I will withdraw the mo- 
tion to lay upon the table, and call for the yeas 
and nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
ion being taken, the result was—yeas 75, nays 
g]—as follows: 





yEAS- Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, William Apple- || 


ton, Ashe, Bartlett, Bennett, Bibighaus, John H. Boyd, 

Bragg, Breckinridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. 
Brown, George H. Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington 
Cabell, Thompson Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Cott- 
man, Callom, Dawson, Doty, Duncan, Edmundson, Henry 
y. Fuller, Gamble, Gentry, Gorman, Haws, Henn, Holla- 
jay, Thomas M. Howe, James Johnson, George G. King, 
Martin, McCorkle, MeDonald, Morrison, Nabers, Newton, 
Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Penniman, 
porter, Price, Savage, Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, Scud 
der, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8, Seymour, Smart, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, St. 
Martin, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, 
Thurston, Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Welch, Al- 
exander White, Wilcox, and Williams—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Allison, Averett, Bab- 
cock, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Beale, Bocock, Joseph 
Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Churchwell, Clark, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dim- 
nick, Dockery, Dunham,Durkee, Edgerton, Ficklin, Fitch, 
Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Giddings, 
Goodenow, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Harper, [sham G. Har- 
ris, Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, Haven, Hendricks, Hib- 
bard, Hillyer, Horsford, Houston, Howard, Thomas Y. 
How, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, John Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, 
Lockhart, Mason, McLanahan, McMullen, MeNair, 
Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, Molony, John Moore, 
Murray, Olds, Peaslee, Perkins, Phelps, Polk, Riddle, 
Robbins, Ross, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Abr’m P. 
Stevens, Stratton, George - Thompson, Townshend, 
Tuck, Watkins, Wells, Wildrick, and Woodward—91. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, I move to reconsider the vote 
just taken, by which the House rejected that res- 
olution. 

I make that motion for the pirpose of stating 
to the House a few facts in relation to this matter, 
I do not believe the House fully understand that 
resolution, or they would not refuse to pass it. I 
will prelude that statement, however, by saying, 
that during my connection with this or any pre- 
ceding Congress, I have never refused, by my 
votes, to take my share of the responsibility in 
giving to this House, and to its business, every 
facility that could possibly be required. 1 do not 
fear,in going before my constituents, being at- 
tacked upon the subject of mileage, or the passage 
of any pitiful object of expenditure like the pres- 
ent, for the convenience of the members of the 
House, for which some gentlemen seem so fearful 
to vote, 

Now, under the present law of the House, as 
Iremarked on intro ucing this resolution, we have 
twelve pages, while we have two hundred and 
thirty-seven gentlemen to be waited on. Boys have 
been recalled from the folding-room attached to 
this House, where they ought to be attending to 
their oe duties, to perform the duties le- 
neg belonging to the pages of the House. 

ut in addition to this, it often happens—as every 
gentleman here has seen, or, at least, I have the 
testimony of those who have seen—that there are 
limes, for a quarter of an hour, when you cannot 
find a single, solitary page upon this floor. 

Now, if gentlemen will not vote this addition 
of three to the number of pages, increasing the 
whole number from twelve to fifteen, it must be 
rom some mistaken idea in regard to the economy 
of the measure. Some gentlemen decline to vote 


for this resolution for that reason, and yet I will 
venture to say, these same gentlemen will send off 
¢ pages from the House to various parts of the 
'y to attend to thgir own private business, and 
en say we haveenough. We have not enough, 


th 
Cl 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 





Bas 
| Sir. 








I do not object to their sending them upon 
their own private business; for they are here for 
that purpose, in order that the gentlemen them- 
selves may retain their seats in the Hall and 
attend to the public business. But twelve of these 


/men have ouly to send each a page to attend to 
| his own business, and there is not one left upon 
the floor. 


| must be served. 


There is another inconvenience connected with | 
the subject. It is this: Members who are here 
And when they cannot find a 
page,a doorkeeper is the next best man, and the 


| very officer who is placed htre for the maintenance 
| of order in this Hall, is sent away from his posi- 


tion to do the business of a single member. ~ 


Under these circumstances, an increase of force 


is asked, and of how many? Why, of three. I 


have mentioned in regard to the Senate. I know 
that all kinds of reproaches have been dealt against 
the Senate on account of extravagance, but it is 
impossible that they should be so utterly unrea- 
sonable in this matter. But if you will go into | 


that Hall, you will find that with sixty-two mem- 


bers only, they have eleven pages to serve them. 
Then come into this Hall, and you find that with 
two hundred and thirty-seven members and dele- 
gates, and with a much greater area to travel over, 
we have but twelve pages. Now, work it out by 


| the rule of three, if you please, and you will find 


that upon the senatorial basis of eleven pages to 


| sixty-two, it would give us, for the two hundred 


| and thirty-seven menibers, forty-two pages. Why, 


sir, there were formerly but eight pages allowed to 
this House. Mr. John Quincy Adams, during 
his last term in this House, I think, introduced a 
resolution, which was passed, to increase the num- 
ber four, that is, from eight to twelve. This was | 


rendered necessary by the increase of members, || 


and business. 


As I remarked in the outset, I have made this || 


| 
motion to reconsider for the purpose of setting 


these facts before the House, and for the purpose 
of showing that it is reasonable that these addi- 
tional pages should be appointed. Now, I hope 
gentlemen will give every vote that is necessary to 
facilitate them in their business, and to extend that 


| convenience to the members which the circum- 


stances of the case render necessary, and that it 

will not again be rejected from any pitiful notion 

of economy. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 


mation of the members of the House, I will state 


| that two of the boys acting upon this floor as 


poses are not pages in point of fact. They stay | 
ere by the mere permission of the doorkeeper. 
They are connected with the folding-room, but 


| they were needed here, and they were brought | 
They are not authorized to be || 


here accordingly. 
here by any existing resolution of the House, and 
are therefore not entitled to compensation. They 
may be sent away, or withdrawn, at any moment 
they think proper. If gentlemen suppose that 
there are more boys than ought to be here, then 





| 
} 


| by this resolution. 


| they need not pass this resolution. 


But if these | 

boys stay here, and are necessary for the con- 

venience of the members, then let them be covered 

If they are not proper boys, 

| why, asa matter of course, the Doorkeeper and 

Speaker will dismiss them, and put others in their 

places. I wish it to be understood that if the 


| resolution is voted down, you subject yourselves 








to the inconvenience of having two of the boys 
| now here withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have not, sir, 
obtained the floor because I feel that any of the 


remarks of the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. | 


Jounson] apply to me. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will say to the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] that I did not design 
to apply any portion of my remarks to him. 
| he has understood it so, he is mistaken. 
| Mr. JONES. 
so intend. He has been here a sufficient length of 

time to know, at least, that I am not in the cate- 
| gory of those who dodge responsibility—of those 
| who vote against a measure because a clamor may 
| be raised in their district for voting for a measure 
| to which the constituency may be opposed. Sir, 
| perhaps not one in a hundred of my constituents 
_know how many pages there are upon this 
| floor. [ do not know that there is even that 
| number of them who know that we have pages. 
| 


{Laughter.] I am certain I have never heard the 
subject mentioned by any candidate in my dis- 


GLOBE. 


| this floor. 


For the infor- || 


If 


I knew the gentleman could not | 


751 


trict, or any of that class of subjects. Certainly I 
have never alluded to them, and perhayis | have as 
little to fear or to anticipate as any one else, from 
his constituents upon this subject. 1 have the 
proud consolation to know, whether deservedly or 
not, that I have, for the period of nearly twenty 
years, enjoyed the confidence of my constituents. 
My course here is dictated, I feel confident in 
saying, by what I believe to be right, regardiess 
of consequences. 

Now, sir, I voted against the resolution which 
has been rejected. And why did | so vote? 
cause I believe, from my experience upon this 
floor, that an increase of the number of pages is 
uncalled for by the public service. If I am correct 
in my information, there are now twelve pages 
upon this floor, authorized by the resolution of the 
House, and appointed by the Doorkeeper. What 
are the legitimate and appropriate duties of these 


> 
c- 


boys? To run on errands and messages through 
the city? No, sir. Their legitimate duty is to be 


here upon this floor, and to carry papers from the 
members to the Clerk’s table, and in going back 
and forward through the House and to the post 
office on members’ business, and in folding their 
vapers when they desire, and in doing anything 
vere which members may think proper. * 
Now, sir, | have perhaps as little use for the 
services of pages as any other individual upon 
call upon them as seldom, perhaps, 
as any member upon this floor, and I do say, that 
80 far as my observation goes, that thetwelve pages 
are a sufficient number to do all the legitimate du- 
ties required of them. Suppose that occasionally, 
once in a week or once in a month, the boys may 
all be employed, and each member who may want 
the services of a page cannot for the moment 
command them, would it not be better to subject 
ourselves to that slight inconvenience, rather than 
have a superabundance of them upon the floor, 
and nearly all the time in the way? Now, we 
have been informed by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Brown] that there are two boys here 
who are not appointed under the resolution of the 
House. There are twelve pages who are ap- 


| pointed, and perhaps if we shall pass this resolu- 


tion to appoint the three additional ones, the Door- 
keeper, taney some favorites to. bring in, may 
turn out some of the boys who have been here 
associated with the members, and who will, when 
they learn that they are to be turned out, excite 
the sympathies of the members, and then applica- 


| tion will be made to increase the number, in order 


that the Doorkeeper may retain their services. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. If there isany 
such case as that, I have never heard of it; and I 
do not believe there is such a case, and I never 
will believe it until the gentleman shall state that 
there is such a case. 

Mr. JONES. 1 do not know of such a case; 
but itis said that there are two boys who have 


| been here all the session without pay, and were 


here during the last Congress, and are to be turned 
out now unless there can be an increase of the 
number. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I will state to the gen- 
tleman in regard to his statement about the Door- 
keeper turning out some and putting in others, that 
it has nothing at all to do with this resolution; and 
I will ask the gentleman to say what it has to do 
with the resolution, beeause the Doorkeeper can, 
in any event, retain or turn them out at his pleas- 
ure. I am authorized to contradict any impression 
that may exist even from inference, and to say 
that there is no such came, for the Doorkeeper does 
not threaten to turn out a single one of them. 

Mr. JONES. I know of two pages in the last 
Congress, who, having been superseded by the 
present Doorkeeper, have been on the floor during 
the present session. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think it is probable that 
there are a dozen who have been superseded. I do 
not know but that the whole of the present num- 
ber are new pages. There is but one, if any, 
waiting for reappointment under the resolution. 

Mr. MASON. There have been applications 
made to me by two boys who were here during 
the last Congress, and have been here this month 
for pay. They were superseded, I understand, 
but remained here, and offer to serve the House, 
if they can be permitted to stay, for $25 a month 
instead of $60, which is the usual compensation 
of pages. You can procure five hundred boys in 
town to serve for $25 a month. 
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Mr. JOHNSON. In regard to that one, (point- 
ing at a page in front of the Clerk’s desk,) will 
state that he never was in here until this sessien. 
So my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Mason] is 
mistaken in that case. 


| the main question, being the motion to reconsider, || table, Senate bill No. 44, 


Mr. MASON. We told them we had no au- | 
thority to pay them, and that the House had the | 


control of the whole thing. I happen to be upon 
the Committee of Accounts, where | find out that 


there are a number of persons who have a number || 


of boys, more than they have any employment | 


for, and they are at me daily and hourly to get 
them employment; and because I am chairman ef 
the Committee of Accounts,dhey seem to suppose 
that I have particular influence with the officers of 
the House. 


They are smart, intelligent, clever, | 


active boys, who would like to get $60 a month, | 


and $200 or $250 at the end of the session. 

So far as these boys are needed by the House 
for the public service, I go, as the gentleman from 
Tennessee does, (Mr. Jones,] for their appoint- 
ment. Those who are employed now are good, 
patient, active, and intelligent boys, and will be, 
when they get experienced, fully able to perform 
all the duties required by the House. 
the old ones were turned out; but these are im- 
proving every day, and doubtless will render, 
after a little more experience, all the service that 
the gentleman from Arkansas desires of them; and 
I suppose that we need no more. 
judgment of the matter. 


Most of | 


ry s 
That is my | 
There are hundreds and 


thousands seeking employment, and J wish every- | 


body had $25 or $50 a month, [laughter;} but I 
do not think we ought to put every one upon the 
contingent fund of this House. The number is 


already enormous. We have forty different clerks | 


in this House who are paid out of it already. 


Mr. JONES. 


{ concur with the gentleman | 


from Kentucky, [Mr. Mason,] and would rejoice | 


if all these boys could be employed. We have 
them here, and they are an active, sprightly, and 
as accommodating as any I have ever seen in the 


House; but [ must act upon my judgment and | 
conviction, that twelve is a sufficient number for | 
the business of this House, and I cannot consent | 


to vote for this resolution. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
Speaker, that the minds of members are made up 


I suppose, Mr. | 


upon the resolution, and wanting to proceed to | 
some business, which I can only do to-day, I call 


for the previous question, 
The call for the previous question was sustained, 
and the main pes ordered. 


Mr. FOWLER moved to lay the motion to re- | 


consider upon the table. 


Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 


The question was then put, and it was decided | 


in the negative—yeas 79, nays 88; as follow: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Allison, Averett, Babcock, 
Barrere, Beale, Buell, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, 


Caskie, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Daniel, John | 


G. Davis, Dimmick, Dockery, Dunham, Edgerton, Evans, 


Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Goodenow, | 
Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Harper, Isham G. Harris, | 
Hascail, Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Horsford, | 
Howard, Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 

Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, | 
Kuhns, Kurts, Letcher, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, | 
Mason, McLanahan, MceMullin, Meade, Miller, Millson, | 
Moorehead, Murray, Olds, Peaslee, Perkins, Phelps, Riddle, | 


Robbins, Ross, Smith, Benjamin Stanton, Stratton, George 
W. Thompson, Townshend, Tuck, Watkins, Wells, Ad- 
dison White, and Wildrick—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Andrews, John 


Appleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, | 
Rartiett, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bocock, John H. Boyd, Breck- | 
inridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George | 


H. Brown, Burrows, Busby, Thompson Campbell, Chand- 


ler, Chapman, Churchwell, Coleock, Cottman, Cullom, | 


Curtis, Dawson, Doty, Dunean, Edmundson, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hebard, Henn, 
Holladay, Houston, Thomas M. 


Howe, James Johnson, | 


tobert W. Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, Landry, McDonald, | 


McQueen, Meacham, 


Molony,. Jolin Moore, Morrison, | 


Nabers, Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, | 


Penn, Penniman, Price, Richardson, Sackett, Schermer 


horn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Scurry, David | 
L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smart, Snow, Stanly, | 
Frederick P. Stanton, Abr’m P. Stevens, Martin, Stuart, | 


Sutherland, Taylor, Thurston, Wallace, Walsh, Ward, | 
Washburn, Weleh, Alexander White, Wilcox, Williams, | 


and Woodward—88. 
{A message was here received from the Senate 
at the hands of Assury Dickens, Esq., their 


Secretary, inferfhing the House of the passage, | 


by that body, of certain bills.) 


The question recurred on the motion to recon- | 


sider. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, demanded the 
previous question, which received a second; and 


| 
| 


| privileged question. 


was ordered to be now put. 
Mr. JONES demanded the 
which were ordered. 
The question was then taken upon the motion 
to reconsider, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 94, nays 81; as follow: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Andrews, John A p- 
pleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly,Bart- 
lett, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, John H. Boyd, Bragg, Breck- 
inridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, AlbertG. Brown, George 
H. Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Thomp- 
son Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Conger, Cottman, Cul- 
low, Curtis, Dawson, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Sampson W. 
Harris, Haws, Hebard, Henn, Holladay, Houston, Thomas 
M. Howe, James Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, J. Glancy 
Jones, Landry, McCorkle, McDonald, McQueen, Meach- 
am, Molony, John Moore, Morrison, Murray, Nabers, 
Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, 
Penniman, Porter, Price, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorm, 
Schoolcratt, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Scurry, David L. 
Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, St. Martin, Stuart, Sutherland, Taylor, 
Thurston, Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Welch, 
Alexander White, Williams, and Woodward—94. 


yeas and nays; 


NAYS—Messrs. Willis Allen, Allison, Averett, Babcock, | 


Barrere, Beale, Bocock, Buell, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Churchwell, Clark, Cleveland, 
Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dim- 
mick, Dockery, Durkee, Eastman, Evans, Faulkner, Fick- 
lin, Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Good- 
enow, Grow, Hamilton, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Hascall, 
Haven, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Horsford, Thomas Y. 


How, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John John- || 


son; Daniel ‘T. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Martin, Ma- 
son, McLanahan, McMullin, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
Morehead, Olds, Peaslee, Perkins, Phelps, Richardson, 
Riddle, Ross, Smith, Benjamin Stanton, Abraham P. 
Stevens, Stratton, George W. Thompson, Townshend, 
Tuck, Watkins, Wells, Addison White, and Wildrick—81. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the resolution, 

Mr. FICKLIN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


gentleman, that if the motion was reconsidered, 


| that the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] 


would modify his resolution somewhat. This | 
understood, not from the gentleman himself, but 
from another member. Was there such an un- 
derstanding ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. With the unanimous con- 
sent of the House, I will modify the resolution so 


that, instead of there being added three to the | 
‘number of pages, provided for by the resolution, 


there shall be exactly the number we have now 
upon the floor. 
will make that modification, and not otherwise. 

There was no objection to the modification. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered; upon a 
division there being—ayes 24, noes 114. 

Mr. McMULLIN demanded tellers; 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


which 


I rise to a 
I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. KING, of New York. It has been recon- 
sidered once. 

The SPEAKER. 
once, it is not competent to reconsider it a second 
time. 

Mr. PHELPS rose to a privileged question. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I ask unanimous consent 
of the House, to offer some resolutions of the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was going to make an ap- 
peal to the gentleman from Missouri, {Mr. | 
Puewrs,] to let me have the floor to make a mo- 
tion that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Cummittee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union. If the gen- 
tleman from Missouri shall call up the contested 
election case, as a privileged question, it will con- 
sume the whole of the time accorded by the House 
to the consideration of the deficiency bill, to which 
I directed attention a few days since. 

Mr. PHELPS. In reply to the suggestion of 
my friend from Alabama, | have to say that it is 


right this question should be disposed of soon. || 


It is liable to be called up at any time, and it may | 
be in my absence. 


CLAIMS OF MILITARY OFFICERS. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gentle- | 
man will allow me, I appeal to the House for its | 
unanimous consent totake up, from the Speaker’s 


I understood from some | 


If | have unanimous consent, I || 


It having been reconsidered | 


and refer it to ¢ 
/ tary Committee. It is a bill providin 


tlement of claims of officers, who received mon 
\. during the Mexican war. One distinguished : 
| cer (General Riley) has been here at hj h oft 
|| sonal expense, for two or three months Sree 
| matter of importance to him, that this bill sh = 
| be acted upon. There can.be no objection a 
| being taken up and referred to the Commitiee s 
| Military Affairs. “m 
There was no objection. 
The bill, being an actin addition to, a 
_atory of, an act entitled ** An act to 
the settlement of accounts of public 
others, who may have received mon 
from military contributions or otherwise in Mey, 
co,’’ approved the 3d of March, 1849, was ehh 
first and second time by its title, and referred : 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. . 
Mr. STANTON. I have in my hands memo 
‘rials and petitions, which I desire to sul), and 
| have referred to a committee. 


he Milj. 
g for the Set. 


nd amend. 
Provide for 
Officers ang 
CYS arising 


| CONTESTED ELECTION FROM NEW MEXICo, 


Mr. PHELPS. I cannot yield further, | must 
insist upon going on with my privileged questio, 
| On the other day I presented to the House the 
| memorial of A. W, Reynolds, contesting the righ 
of the present Delegate from New Mexico (Mr 
WEIGHTMAN] to a seat upon this floor. At tha 
| time, I did not propose to enter into a discussion 
of the merits of the question; nor do J at this mo. 

| ment, for I will do nothing 
Mr. HOUSTON. With the permission of the 
/gentieman from Missouri, I will interrupt him, 
[ was not here when the gentleman submitted his 
remarks a few days ago, upon the introduction of 
the memorial relative to the right of the present 
Delegate from New Mexico to his seat; and if the 
whole merits of the proposition shall be gone into 
| upon the introduction of the memorial and upon 
|| its reference to a committee for the purpose of in- 
| quiring into the matter, it seems to me that the 
| whole time of the ensuing week will be consumed, 
| If the debate has not proceeded so far as that the 
|| gentleman will be compelled to pursue it further, 
| 1 would be glad, if it would comport with his 
notions as well as those of the Delegate, to let the 
| reference be made without delay. Thén, upon the 
| report of that committee, the whole merits of the 
| question can be discussed. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will give a word of explana- 
tion to my friend from Alabama, and it is this: 
| when I presented the memorial, I confined myself 
| briefly to the allegations contained in it. I sub- 
| mitted it under the rule which requires a member, 
| presenting a petition, to succinctly state its points, 

After having done that, I moved that the memorial 
| be referred to the Committee of Elections and be 
eg and upon that I remarked, as charges had 

peen made against Governor Calhoun of corrupt 
| interference in the elections in New Mexico, that 
I proposed to submit a few words in relation to 
that matter. Thatis the condition of the case. | 
had not previous to that time intended to have 
said anything in relation to the right of the gentle- 
man from New Mexico to a seat upon this floor. 
I did not desire to do anything which might pre- 
judice his interests, At a subsequent time, not be- 
ing present, the gentleman from New Mexico de- 
sired to debate this matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON, Tf understand, then, that my 
friend from Missouri has not gone into the dis- 
cussion that will necessarily grow up connected 
with the right of the Delegate to occupy a seat 
upon this floor. And his proposition now, if! 
understand it correctly, is, that he will go intos 
discussion of the charges which have been made 
_ against the Governor of that Territory with refer- 
| ence to corrrupt interferences by him in the elec- 
| tions of New Mexico. If the gentleman from 
| Missouri persists in that course of argument, 
| desire to submit to the Chair this point of order— 
| whether in the House, in reference to memo 
‘contesting the right of the Delegate from New 
| Mexico to his seat, it is in order to discuss the 
corruptions charged against the Governor of that 
Territory? My object in doing so is to save time, 
which I desire to be appropriated to other bust- 
ness. I make that point of order. 

The SPEAKER. Iw reply to the gentleman 
from Alabama, the Chair would remark that & 
| motion is made to commit an@to print, which, in 
| the opinion of the Chair, must open up whatever 
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